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Lesson for July 25 in this issue 
Lesson 4.—God Prepares a People. 
Exodus 11:4 to 12: 3%. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Joseph in Egypt—and Mr. Ridgway’s 
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The Return of the Prodigal 


By Clarence Edwin Flynn - 


ACK from the swine fields that lone day 
I came, 
In road-stained garments and on weary 
feet. 


My pride was gone. 
in shame. 
The chastening hand had made its work 
complete. 


My head was bowed 


I saw the little path down which I went. 
Each landmark was the same — the grain,, 
the flowers, 
The trees beneath whose branches I had 


spent 
So many of my happy childhood hours. 


I had gone in rebeilion’s stubborn stress. 
The world had offered freedom, gold, and 
song, 
Promised to open doors of happiness, 
Grant to me all Self had desired so long. 


It stripped me of my treasure, gashed my 
soul, 
And drove me to a corner with a crust. 
It took the glory of my youth for toll, 
And mocked me as I struggled in the dust. 


Then Icame back. Would I be turned away, 
I who could claim no right at all to come? 
My father ran to meet me that dear day, 
Opened the gate, and bade me welcome 
home. 
ve 


Doing Right Never Injures 
Should we “go against our better judg- 
ment” because others urge this? It depends 
on whether “our better judgment” is God’s 
will. We are often urged by others, some- 
times by our best friends, to do something 
that may be right in itself when we are 
convinced that we ought not to do it. Then 
we are tempted to feel that unless we do it 
the interests of others may be harmed. At 
such a time it is important for us to dis- 


cover exactly what God’s will for us is, 
and when we do that, we need have no fear 
for others. An elderly Christian woman 
of sanctified common sense sends a message 
to a Christian wife of large responsibilities : 
“Guard your home from wearing-out in- 
trusions. I have found that what is right 
for me to do in my own home — in this 
direction — does not come out wrong for 
others.” God’s will always takes into ac- 
count all who may be affected by it. We 
can safely leave both others and ourselves 
to the protection of his will. 


ax 
Face Lifting 


There is a “lift” in some faces that is 
lacking in others. When the lift is of 
the right sort, it goes deeper than the face 
—it is in the heart. A missionary tells of 
Gospel meetings and Bible teaching in 
Gobo, under the Japan Evangelistic Band, 
when the messages “seemed to go deeply 
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into many hearts.” And with what result? 
“The prevailing phrase of comment con- 
cerning certain frequenters of “The House 
of Prayer’ is, ‘So and so’s face is com- 
pletely changed.’” A changed heart means 
a changed face. There is a vast business 
today, conducted by “beauticians” and 
others, which undertakes to beautify faces 
and exteriors while paying no attention to 
the inner man. “Plastic surgery” will lift 
the sagging muscles of one’s face, for a 
price! How much better to have our face 
lifting the result of heart lifting! This is 
the real thing, and it is “without money 
and without price.” Here are some divine 
recipes for heart and face lifting: “Unto 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul” (Psa. 
25:1). “Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us. Thou hast put 
gladness in my heart” (Psa. 4:6, 7). “The 
Lord fifteth up the meek” (Psa. 147:6). 
God can change the saddest of faces into 
the gladdest — for “if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
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The Purpose of Pardon 


(44 HERE is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be feared,” sang 
the Psalmist, as he chimed himself 

out of the depths and up to the heights 

of assurance (Psa. 130:4). “Completely 
unintelligible,” says a German commenta- 
tor as he reads that verse. ‘Very intel- 
ligible,” retorts an English expositor, as 
he reads the Hebrew verse and recalls the 

German comment. “Very intelligible to a 

penitent who has been by pardon trans- 

formed into a reverent lover of God.” And 

God’s children say, “Amen.” 

That God may be feared is here declared 
to be the purpose of, or a purpose behind, 
God’s bestowal of pardon. And what is 
this fear his pardon is to produce? It is 
something we see in our Lord himself, who, 
“in the days of his flesh . . . was heard 
in that he feared.” ‘There is a fear of the 
Lord which is a sensitive conscientiousness, 
a fear of grieving the heavenly Father or 
falling short of his will in all things. Truly 
joes Dr. W. L. Watkinson say, “Perfect 
love casteth out fear, the fear that hath 
torment, but perfect love does not cast out 
this fear.” And this altogether noble fear 
that was “the permanent habit” of Christ’s 
mind must be ours as well. 

To see that it is the intent of divine for- 
giveness to produce this godly fear is to 
lose some mistaken and inadequate views 
of pardon. Some have vainly imagined 
that, because pardon is obtainable, sin can 
be indulged. At the root of the scandal- 


ous traffic in indulgences against which 
Luther protested there lay this popular 
fallacy. There is forgiveness with God, and 
therefore he may be — flouted? God for- 
bid! “There is forgiveness with thee, that 
thou mayest be feared.” Not that we may 
go on in sin, but that we may leave sin 
behind, has God made pardon possible. ; 

Then there is the inadequate concept 
that forgiveness means escape. It does, 
thank God! —escape from sin’s penal con- 
sequences, but it means much more. There 
is forgiveness with God that sinners may 
escape hell, but also that they might be- 
come heavenly-minded, God-fearing. 

But why should forgiveness be essential 
to producing the God-fearing spirit? Well, 
suppose there were no pardon for sinners !> 
The Psalmist contemplates the dreadful 
thought for a moment. “If thou, Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquities,” — “mark” them 
as retaining them in mind so as to punish 
them, — “O Lord, who shall stand?” With- 
out provision for pardon we should be left 
in despair. The dull serise of hopelessness 
would make abortive any attempt to live 
the life of godly fear. “Then farewell hope,” 
says Milton’s Satan, “and with hope, fare- 
well fear.” For the reverent, loving fear 
of God cannot exist apart from an assur- 
ance of the divine mercy and readiness to 
forgive. 

Forgiveness is needed to make possible 
both the commencement and the continu- 
ance of the God-fearing life. To know 
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that there is forgiveness with God encour- 
ages the penitent to begin to fear and serve 
him. The weight of sin unpardoned not 
only burdens the conscience, it enfeebles 
the will and bars the door to better things. 
But hope for the future as well as release 
from the past comes with the experience 
of pardon, and so forgiveness encourages 
to the God-fearing walk. To know that 
God has removed our sins from us “as far 
as the east is from the west” is to know 
that God is for us; and faith and hope for 
a new start spring up in the soul. 

And not only does the experience of for- 
giveness encourage us to start on the Chris- 
tian road, it gives us the true motive for 
such a new beginning. “No man rever- 
ences, loves, and draws near to God as 
rapturously and so humbly as he who has 
experienced his pardoning mercy.” Rob- 
ertson of Brighton wrote of “the gush of 
gratitude with which the heart springs to 
duty when all chains are shattered, and it 
stands fearless and free in the light and 
lcve of God.” Into that happy place the 
divine pardon brings the penitent, and the 
resulting “gush of gratitude” makes for a 
joyful “springing to duty.” 

But there is forgiveness with God not 
only that we may begin, but that we may 
persist in godly living. “Along with our 
first forgiveness,” writes Dr. Clow, “goes 
justification,” whereby we stand before God 
as righteous, just as free from the con- 
demnation of the law as if we had never 
sinned. “We are justified once and once 
only, once and once for all. But forgive- 
ness needs to be renewed.” The disciple 
continually needs to pray, “Forgive us our 
trespasses.” It was to believers, living 
in the fear of God but still imperfect, that 
John wrote, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
And so the believer whose unwatchfulness 
has betrayed him into sinning need not 
abandon the pilgrim walk in discourage- 
ment and despair. “There is forgiveness 
with thee, that thou mayest be feared” ; 
that failure may be pardoned, communion 
restored, and the godly life continued. 

It is to be feared that many professing 
Christians know nought of any “gush of 
gratitude” over. sins forgiven. And the 
reason is that, unlike the Psalmist, they 
have never been in the depths (Psa. 130: 
1), those depths “into which the spirit 
feels itself going down, sick and giddy, when 
it realizes its sinfulness.” For many Chris- 
tianity is “a religion that sits lightly upon 
its professor, impelling to no acts of de- 
votion, flashing out in no heroisms, rising 
to no heights of communion,” and all be- 
cause, as their very languor declares, such 
people know nothing of the depths, and 
have never cried out to God from them 
(McLaren). 

And the chief reason for this tragic 
unacquaintance with the meaning of the 
depths of our sin is, not that we are less 
sinful than our forefathers, but that we 
more vaguely realize God’s wrath against 
sin. Men who themselves would be re- 
volted at witnessing some foul deed, and 
filled with righteous anger to see some 
inhuman cruelty perpetrated upon a little 
child, yet fail to realize that God is at least 
as capable of moral indignation and holy 
antagonism to sin. We have forgotten 
that there is severity as well as goodness 


in God. We have forgotten the stern 
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lines in the face of God. We need to re- 
gain the truth crudely expressed by the 
street preacher who cried to his hearers, 
“God is not all soft mush.” The temper of 
the modern man has been sensed aright in 
the lines of Principal Forsyth: 


With heart too light, 
Conscience to right, 

Kind, passionless, entire, 

With cheery push 

The burning bush 

They see but to inquire. 
Athenian intelligence, 

But of man’s tragic guilt no sense, 
To holiness acutely dense. 


That is why so little is known of the 
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depths of conviction. But submit our souls 
to the Word, allow the Spirit thereby to 
search cut our sin, and we shall know 
something of that abyss from which the 
Psalmist cried out to God. 

And if to know the depths to which sin 
has taken us we need to realize the divine 
wrath against sin, to escape from those 
depths we must know the divine love 
toward the sinner. Some men know too 
well that they are sinners. Sin has left 
its mark too certainly upon body and soul 
for them to fail to realize God’s wrath 


(Continued on page 501) 
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Joseph in Egypt—and - 
Mr. Ridgway’s Birthday 


In the issue of June 5, giving the lesson 
for June 20, the writer of “The Busy Men’s 
Corner” says: 


“As I would move among the beauti- 
fully decorated mummy cases, imagining 
their present or past occupants, I would 
wonder if Joseph is not somewhere in his 
‘coffin in Egypt’ awaiting discovery. They 
have his friend, the Pharaoh who knew 
iow in the Cairo Museum, and I have 
is photograph. Joseph’s mummy may turn 
up some day.” 

How are these words to be reconciled 
with these statements in the Bible: 


“And Moses took the bones of Joseph 
with him: for he had straitly sworn the 
children of Israel, saying, God will surely 
visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones 
away hence with you” (Exod. 13: 19). 


“And the bones of Joseph, which the chil- 
dren of Israel brought up out of Egypt, 
buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of 
Seca which Jacob bought of the sons of 

amor the father of Shechem for an hun- 
dred pieces of silver: and it became the 
inheritance of the children of Joseph” (Josh. 
24: 32).—A Kansas reader. 


On Sunday, June 20, Mr. Ridgway had 
no time in his Iron Rose Bible Class to 
touch on the point mentioned in the Kan- 
sas reader’s letter. It was his eighty-first 
birthday, and the class, which he has taught 
without interruption for forty-eight years, 
gave him a basket of eighty-one beautiful 
red roses, and so many kind things were 
said that he had only about five minutes 
to teach the lesson. In the afternoon at 
his Rock Run Sunday School, of which he 
has been superintendent for forty-three 
years, he was greeted with the words, 
“Happy Birthday, Mr. Ridgway,” on the 
blackboard, and it was not hard to see 
that his heart was warmed by the many 
songs and recitations given by the large 
and happy company of children during the 
Children’s Day Service. Some families 
were represented by three generations, — 
little ones in the Beginners Department, 
and mother and grandmother in the audi- 
ence, all of whom had attended the school. 

A member of the Times staff spent a 
very pleasant day with Mr. and Mrs. Ridg- 
way, and at dinner-time Mr. Ridgway said 
he had had one or two letters speaking 
of his paragraph on Joseph’s coffin in 
Egypt. Then, with that winning smile of 
his and in his own inimitable way, he said 
something like this: “Oh, I must have 
been napping when I wrote that, so I just 


wrote the man and said, ‘Philopena, you 
got me that time!’ And then I sent him 
one of my leaflets!” (The leaflet is a 
reprint of Mr. Ridgway’s touching story 
which he calls “Under the Ether Cone,” 
and which was published in the Trmes of 
May 22 under the title “A Little Girl’s 
Prayer in the Operating Room.” Mr. 
Ridgway has published the leaflet himself.) 

So Mr. Ridgway’s own answer is about 
the only one that can be made. Of course 
Joseph’s coffin could not be in Egypt, and 
the one who read Mr. Ridgway’s copy 
before it was published in the Trmes hereby 
apologizes for his part in the mistake. Mr. 
Ridgway has just written the editors: 

“To those of my readers who sent me 
birthday greetings, and who have not re- 
ceived an acknowledgment from me, this is 
to say I received greetings which did not 
give me the name or the town from which 
they came, but I wish to thank all such 
just the same. 

“In regard to those who had the joy of 
‘rubbing it in’ a little bit in the matter of 
Joseph’s mummy, all I have to say in reply 
is, ‘Philopena! You caught me.’” 

One of the birthday greetings which Mr. 
Ridgway greatly appreciated is the follow- 
ing poem sent him by a reader of the 
TIMES: 

JuNE 20TH, 18—? 


By Agnes F. O'Neill 


I do not know which year it was that gave us 
“Bill” Ridgway, and his ministry of grace, 
I have no picture of his soul’s “container,” 
I have not seen his face. 


But this I know, the day on which he opened 
His baby eyes << greeting to the light 
Was God’s good day to us who love the 
“Corner” — 
And God is always right. 


It is not “Busy Men” alone who study 
Dear “‘Grandpa’s” witty and incisive thought, 
We lesser mortals —I the “superintendent” — 
Are in the vortex caught. 


When all the other “lesson notes” have failed 
me, 
Or I perhaps have missed their fine appeal, 


It is these pregnant paragraplis which always 
The things of God reveal. 


And in these days of man’s hell-bound tobog- 
gan, 
God’s Word denied and ridiculed and torn, 


“Bill” Ridgway does not hesitate to tell us 
That man must be reborn. 


God bless you, brother! May He spare you 
to us 
Until He comes, and may that gifted pen 


Write on until the trump of God shall call us 
And I shall meet you then! 


(Mr. Ridgway was born June 20, 1856.) 
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Spiritism, Astrology, and Great Images 


Increasing Deceptions Mark the End of the Age 











By Charles G. Trumbull, Litt.D. 














T IS popular, among many well-educated 
| people today, to dismiss all belief in 

evil spirits as ignorance and supersti- 
tion. If this attitude is correct and there 
are no evil spirits, then the most brilliant 
and intellectual human feader Christian- 
ity has ever had, the apostle Paul, and also 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself, were igno- 
rant and superstitious. For Christ and 
Paul, together with many other parts of 
the inspired Scriptures, declare unmistak- 
ably the fact of ‘evil spirits as well as of 
good spirits or God’s angels. “We wrestle 
not against flesh and blood,” declares Paul, 
“but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places [the heavenlies]” (Eph. 6:12). 
Christ repeatedly recognized the existence 
of Satan and evil spirits, and spoke to. 
them with authority, commanding and for- 
bidding them as he would (John 8: 44; 
Luke 8: 26-33; and many other passages). 


There is a woe and warning uttered in - 


prophecy in Revelation: ‘Woe to the in- 
habiters of the earth and of the sea! for 
the devil is come down unto you, having 
great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time” (Rev. 12:12). The 
time there predicted has doubtless not come 
yet, but the fulfillment of so many Scrip- 
turally predicted signs of the times points 
to its speedy approach, and there can be 
no question that Satan and his hosts of 
evil spirits are active as never before in 
the vain hope of defeating Christ and 
the Church in their final and supreme strug- 
gle for the dominion of this earth and of 
mankind. 


Spiritism’s Great Revival . 


There are many evidences of the increas- 
ing activities of evil spirits today in the 
affairs of men. During and since the 
World War there has been a noticeable 
revival of Spiritism. The deaths of so 
many millions of young men in the war, 
beloved sons and brothers in their family 
circles, turned countless numbers of their 
sorrowing relatives to seek comfort and 
assurance from spirit mediums. This wave 
of Spiritism is continuing, bringing. misery, 
Satanic bondage, sometimes insanity, and 
the awful peril of the second death, to its 
devotees. 

God warned Israel against Spiritism, and 
also the Church. “And when they shall 
say unto you, Seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, 
and that mutter: should not a people seek 
unto their God? for the living to the dead? 
To the law and to the testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, it is be- 
cause there is no light in them” (Isa. 8: 
19, 20). There are parts of God’s Word 
that every medium and evil spirit will ve- 
hemently or angrily reject,—while, of 
course, they will deceive by using other 
Scriptures, as do all false cults. Paul 
warns: “Now the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some shall 


A full-page newspaper article in 
December, 1936, widely circulated, 
discussed “ Astonishing Predictions for 
the Year 1937,” and gave the fore- 
casts of prominent astrologers. It said 
that the mantle of astrologer Evan- 
geline Adams had fallen upon Myra 
Kingsley, who predicted that the 
United States this year was in for a 
wave of prosperity. Prosperity has not 
yet materialized—perhaps the stars 
overlooked the strikes! Nella Webb, 
“another of New York’s outstanding 
prognosticators,” declared that the 
stars in their courses showed that 
there would probably be a delay with 
the Coronation. But the Ceronation 
was held on time. 

God’s prophecies never fail. But 
evil spirits are misleading men, and 
men are exalting man—just as God 
said they would. 

This is the fourteenth article in the 
series on Bible Prophecy, by the 
Editor, which will be concluded next 
week with an article on 


False Christs, Suicides, and 
The End of the Age 








depart from the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared’ with a hot iron; forbid- 
ding to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats, which God hath created to 
be received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth” (1 Tim. 
4:1-3). It is well known that Spiritist 
mediums practice vegetarianism. 

Not long ago the forty-fourth annual 
convention of the National Spiritualists 
Association was held, which includes 500 
churches and 40,000 of the 200,000 believers 
in Spiritism in America. A competitive 
organization is the International General 
Assembly of Spiritualists, which claims 200 
churches. 


The Missionary and the Medium 


A missionary in West Africa, who ad- 
dressed the Monday prayer meeting in 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times office lagt 
year while on furlough and is now back 
in his mission field, writes me that a 
clairvoyant has recently sent a letter and 
Spiritist literature to one of the natives 
in the African mission field; the mission- 
ary responded by writing a vigorous letter 
of Scriptural testimony to the medium, 
warning him and calling his attention to 
the Scriptures denouncing Spiritism, and 
to the Lord Jesus as the only Saviour. 
Spiritism is reaching out after the whole 
world. 

A consecrated Christian husband and wife 
who are doing a true work of evangelism 
and Bible teaching in the Northwest wrote 
the Times of an amazing experience that 
illustrates the increase of Spiritist cults. 
The letter was published in the Times 
of April 19, 1936: 

We are working in a Community Church. 
The pastor preaches a good sermon in the 








morning, and then turns the evening serv- 
ice over to the enemy, inviting various en- 
tertainers, musicians, and apparently any- 
one who cares to take part. 

Last night after the service a psychoana- 
lyst entertained the crowd by crystal-gazing 
and fortune-telling. He has spent two years 
in India studying his art, so he is well quali- 
fied to “analyze” any who care for it. Just 
an hour before I had given our young people 
the fourth chapter in the book, “The Triumph 
of John and Betty Stam,” and had stressed 
our need to lay all on the altar and allow 
Christ to live in us. I have been asked to 
sponsor the Epworth League, and since last 
June three of our young people have been 
saved. But each Sunday evening the opposi- 
tion is terrific. 


An Astrologer’s Uncanny Prediction 


Astrology is having a great revival. It 
is coming ‘to the front again with other 
Satanic movements, and will probably have 
increasing influence over all classes of men, 
the most intellectual as well as the igno- 
rant, until the Lord comes. Leading news- 
papers and magazines have their regular 
departments in which astrologers give ad- 
vice; national leaders in various countries 
are said to take no important step today 
without first consulting an astrologer; the 
teachings of astrologers are even coming 
over the radio through the air —and “the 
prince of the power of the air” must wel- 
come this. The Advent Witness, of London, 
comments on a book published in 1927 by 
a well known astrologer who called him- 
self Cheiro, which contained the prediction: 
“Viewing the future I see great and men- 
acing times overshadowing England, while 
over the Palace of King George and the 
Royal Family the immediate present and 
the coming years are full of ominous signs 
that have no parallel in recent times.” 
There followed a penetrating study of the 
(then) Prince of Wales, with this state- 
ment: “It is well within the range of 
possibility . . . that he will fall a victim 
of a devastating love affair. If he does, 
I predict that the Prince will give up every- 
thing, even the chance of being crowned, 
rather than lose the object of his affection.” 
Satan can doubtless make some correct 
predictions, but God warned his people long 
ago that, if a prophet should foretell a 
sign or a wonder that should come to pass, 
they must not “hearken unto the words 
of that prophet” if his message was, “Let 
us go after other gods” (Deut. 13: 1-3). 
Astrology makes much of studying the 
positions and movements of the stars and 
then directing our actions in accordance 
with such times as the stars indicate. 
Manasseh, king of Judah, “did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, after 
the abominations of the heathen,” for he 
“observed times, and used enchantments, 
and dealt with familiar spirits’ (2 Kings 
21:6). But God's law plainly forbade this. 
“Ye shall not . .. use enchantment, nor 
observe times” (Lev. 19:26). This warn- 
ing was repeated in Deuteronomy 18: 10. 
The child of God never needs to consult 
spirits or stars for guidance as to times; 
he has the Holy Spirit as his infallible 
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guide, and his song is: “I trusted in thee, 
O Lord: I said, Thou art my God. My 
times are in thy hand” (Psa. 31:14, 15). 

Collier's magazine, in its department 
“Keep Up with the World,” by Freling 
Foster, notes: “Despite the fact that as- 
trology has been ridiculed by intelligent 
people and even banned by law in many 
countries for 4,800 years, it remains today 
the most elaborately organized of all super- 
stitions. In the United States, astrologers 
still are licensed to forecast future events.” 

Mr. Panton, Editor of The Dawn (Lon- 
don) has called attention to the fact that 
Spiritism may be called the art of waking 
wood. Sir Oliver Lodge is quoted: “A 
light table seems no longer inert; it be- 
haves as if animated. It can exhibit cer- 
tainty, it can seek for information, it can 
convey it.” Mr. Panton continues: “Here 
is a fact which is a thrilling comment. Mr. 
J. Vine Milne writes (Outlook, Jan. 30, 
1920): ‘I had been spending an evening 
with a friend, an M.A. and D.Sc. of Lon- 
don. It was not long before we heard 
knocks, which we spelt out aloud. It was 
a reference to Habakkuk. We eagerly 
turned up the passage, which read: “Woe 
unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; 
to the dumb stone, Arise; it shall teach” 
(Hab. 2:19). A great silence fell on us. 
I took it as a personal warning, and this 
was forty years ago: I have not touched 
the unclean thing since.’ ” 

The erecting of a great image of a man, 
to be worshiped, is a fact of Bible history 
and Bible prophecy. Nebuchadnezzar was 
the greatest earthly king this world has 
yet known (Dan. 2:37, 38), and he set 
up an image of gold to be worshiped by 
all peoples (Dan. 3). Dr. Scofield com- 
ments: “The attempt of this great king 
of Babylon to unify the religions of his 
empire by self-deification will be repeated 
by the Beast, the last head of the Gentile 
world dominion (Rev. 13:11-15).” The 
prophecy in Revelation tells us that the 
final Beast, or World Emperor, sets up an 
image of himself, with the edict “that as 
many as would not worship the image of 
the beast should be killed.” 

And’ now we keep hearing about Mus- 
solini statues. In 1934 the Philadelphia 
Inquirer published a photograph of a “Stone 
statue of an ‘iron man,’” showing a re- 
markable monumental bust of the Premier 
and Dictator, standing in the center of 
Camp Dux, where 30,000 young Italian sol- 
diers assemble. Another statue of Il Duce 
was reported by Ernest Gordon in his Sur- 
vey in Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times (July 
13, 1935), then under construction in Rome. 
It is to be of bronze, 213 feet high, higher 
than the Colossus of Rhodes, and to stand 
above the Forum of Mussolini on Monte 
Mario, “The statue will show the Mus- 
solini figure with the torso and thighs 
swathed in lion’s skin and with an eighty- 
foot arm raised in Fascist salute over 
Rome. The site on Monte Mario is being 
made ready with concrete reinforcement 
to hold up the enormous weight of the 
statue, a statue which will be the largest 
in the world, sixty-two feet higher than 
that of Bartholdi’s ‘Liberty’ in New York 
harbor.” This image is supposed to be 
twice the height of the image of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, 

The Dawn has reported that “a colossal 
figure of Lenin, of identical height [with 
that of Mussolini] and chromium-plated, 
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will shortly dominate Moscow, significantly 
erected on the site of the Cathedral of 
Christ the Saviour which was blown up 
at Christmas, 1931. As this huge idol will 
be pitched on the summit of the Palace of 
the Soviets, itself 800 feet high, its total 
height will be nearly 1,000 feet.” 

The Advent Witness (London, Jan, 
1937), reports that Japan has erected a 
statue larger even than that which Mus- 
solini is having made, to be called, “The 
Merciful Goddess.” 

Certainly it would seem that the world 
is being prepared for great, awe-inspiring 
images, so that when the final image of 
the Beast is set up, and is given super- 
natural, Satanic powers (“and he had 
power to give life unto the image of the 
beast, that the image of the beast should 
both speak, and cause that as many as 
would not worship the image of the beast 
should be killed”; Rev. 13: 15), the major- 
ity of mankind will be ready to worship 
the image and “to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads,” without 
which “no man might buy or sell, save he 
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name.” 


Tuning In 
By Lloyd P. Kusche 


NE morning, when the eastern sky 
was becoming aglow with the splen- 
dor of a new day, I sat at the con- 
trols of my amateur radio transmitter and 
receiver waiting for a call from a far- 
away friend, J. W. Quimby, who is a 
missionary to the Jews in Shanghai, China, 
and also an amateur radio operator. We 
had had many interesting communications 
on previous mornings, and this day was 
to prove no exception. 
“W6EQB — W6EQB — W6EQB,” came 
a call flashing out of the west, splitting 
the ether waves with the speed of light, 
“DE XU8JQ — XU8JQ — XU8jJQ.” 
(W6EQB is my licensed call, and XU8JQ 
is Mr. Quimby’s.) This call came clear 
and strong from the Asiatic Continent 
through the medium of our international 
code. After a short return call from my 
station and an “OK” to proceed, I listened 
intently for the continuation of his trans- 
mission: 


Again these characters were repeated. 
What did they mean? What words did 
they form? Just this: Heb. 13:1, 
Heb. 13:1. (“Let brotherly love con- 
tinue,” “Let brotherly love continue.’’) 
This was not all of the conversation, 
however, but such a salutation at the 
beginning of a new day, coming approx- 
imately eight thousand miles, indelibly im- 
printed its beauty in the memory of this 
writer. 

Brotherly love! How this sin-sick, war- 
scarred world needs brotherly love! If 
one was to use the distance from Shang- 
hai to Pasadena, the place where I live, as 
a radius and describe a circle on a globe, 
it would be easy to see the vast area over 
which this salutation reached. The sad 
part of this story is that this precious 
Scripture verse was lost to many millions of 
souls. It literally went over their heads. 
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How many heard those characters which 
formed Heb. 13:1? I do not know. Only 
this am I sure, that anyone, — whether 
that person was an amateur operator or a 
listening fan,— who had his receiving in- 
strument tuned to 7051 kilocycles, heard 
them, 

How many understood them? Only those 
who were in tune and understood the inter- 
national code. Some could have been lis- 
tening in, yet miss the significance of it 
all because of the lack of code knowledge. 

In a few words may I make an applica- 
tion. God has a Power House and a Trans- 
mitter, the Holy Spirit. The signals from 
his Transmitter circumvent the earth. They 
speak of Christ the “Code” of God, Sav- 
iour, Lord, Prince of Peace. Men -and 
women everywhere are letting the signals 
go over their heads unheeded, becoming 
calloused and hardened to the electrifying 
message of the Spirit. Some would like 
to “tune in,” but 2re not willing to learn 
the Code. They are trying to find an easier 
way, a more liberal channel of communica- 
tion. This cannot be, for when we con- 
sider the words of Christ when he walked 
among men, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6), we can readily 
see that any other medium of communica- 
tion is folly. 

To those who are in tune with God’s 
Transmitter and know God’s Code, there 
comes a joy that passeth all human under- 
standing and a peace that keeps their hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus (Phil. 
4:7). 

May we keep our receivers in tune to 
God’s communication “frequency” for 
greater blessings. : 

PasapDENA, CALIF. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A sower went out to sow (Luke 
8:5). 


UKE seems to put the parable of the 

sower into an historical setting. It is 
presented as an introduction to the three 
chapters in which he successively pictures 
the teaching and healing, first of the Lord, 
then of the Twelve (chap. 9), and then 
of the Seventy (chap. 10). The number 
twelve suggests the twelve tribes of Israel 
and a ministry to them; seventy was the 
traditional Jewish number to represent the 
seventy nations of the Gentiles. So we get 
here the sequence, to the Jew first, then 
to the Gentile. 


In the theocratic period Jehovah’s care 


and teaching of Israel were of an intensive 
sort, such as is used by the caretaker of 
an orchard, in vineyards, and with fig 
trees. A very fruitful hill is. chosen, en- 
closed, and cleared of stone (Isa. 5). 
When the fig tree in the vineyard proved 
fruitless it was cut out (ek, not “down”). 
Ajnew type of farming was then under- 
taken. The word Sower suggests broad 
expanses, great areas for cultivation, the 
Gentile world of five continents. It is a 
parallel to the great seine cast into the sea 
of the nations (Matt. 13: 47). 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By Ernest Gordon 








penetrated with a Christian spirit 

that is in striking contrast to that 
of the great “brutalitarian” state in East- 
ern Europe. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury at one point handed to the King a 
copy of the Bible saying: “Our gracious 
King, we present you with this book, the 
most valuable thing that this world affords. 
Here is wisdom; this is the royal law; 
these are the lively oracles of God.” 

This is in accord with an old tradition 
of the English monarchy. It is related 
that when Queen Elizabeth was on her 
way to her crowning in 1559, after the 
brief reign of Bible-hating Mary, she was 
met by a young girl clothed in white who 
proffered her a Bible. The multitude im- 
mediately became silent to see what the 
new queen would do. 

She paused, took the Book, raised it to 
her lips, then lifted it in both hands above 
her head and above the crowd, then clasped 
it to her breast. An immense acclamation 
broke out. They had all seen the gesture 
and knew its meaning. It was a custom 
to release prisoners at coronations. The 
Chief Justice read the fortunate list before 
the Tower and then added, “The Queen 
has decided to free five additional prisoners, 
—the four Evangelists and the Apostle 
Paul.” 


The Anhwei Martyrs.—In 2 memorial 
letter commemorating the death of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Stam it was stated that the 
murder of these Christian missionaries was 
the work of Communists, “avowedly God- 
hating men who wore the uniform and 
insignia of the Red Armies of China. In 
this particular unit was a Russian Soviet 
mentor (his name is known); also among 
their higher officers were at least two Chi- 
nese who were trained in Moscow and 
who were zealous in the program of de- 
stroying the existing order, world-wide, 
and of building a new Utopia on the broad 
foundation of Hate.” 

There has been a remarkable outburst 
of love and sympathy in answer to this 
wicked manifestation of the powers of dark- 
ness. From every corner of the earth has 
it come. Mr. Gislason, Secretary for Ice- 
land of the World’s Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, sent to the stricken parents this 
lovely translation of a grand, old Icelandic 
Passion Poem. 


How often they that love the Lord 
Are found like woe receiving! 

In this dark world the cruel sword 
Their inmost heart is cleaving. 

While scorners prosper lift thine eyes, 

A heavenly glory shall surprise 
The soul on Christ believing. 


For they that love the Lord of Grace 
Beneath the cross stand gazing 
Towards His bleeding hands and face, 
Their eyes in wonder raising. 
Then faith and hope each wound may tell, 
Until released from Satan’s spell 
Their voice breaks forth in praising. 


T en Coronation Service was inter- 


Lord, grant that whatsoe’er I do 
In gladness or in weeping 
Beneath the cross my station true 


e 


I may be ever keeping: 

E’en death shall lose its agony 

So but at Jesus’ feet I die, 

In His dear presence sleeping. 

In Dr. Shailer Matthews’ autobiography, 
“New Faiths for Old,” the subject of 
prayer is dealt ewith., Dr. Matthews has 
for long been head of a theological school 
of the Baptists and leader of the Chicago 
end of the Federal Council of Churches. 
He often writes poorly, as poorly as that 
master of incoherent jargon, Professor 
John Dewey, atheist, who started in life 
as a Sunday school teacher in a Congre- 
gationalist church in Burlington, Vt. Thus 
says Dr. Matthews: “My training as a 
historian has made me dubious as to any 
explanation or justification of Christianity 





A Georgia Seven 


Professor Wm. H. Wrighton says 
in The Evangelical Student: “Last 
winter, while attending a Bible con- 
ference at Columbia Bible College, 
I felt led to ask the students present 
to pray that there might be a band 
of Christian students raised up in 
the University of Georgia, as my 
helpers in the joyous task of soul- 
winning. 

“We suggested that there was a 
need of a Georgia Seven as years 
ago there was a Cambridge Seven. 
Even as we prayed that early morn- 
ing we believed our prayers were 
heard in Heaven. 

“Soon after the college year 
started, the Lord literally answered 
my request by giving me seven earn- 
est Christians to meet in my class- 
room every Monday morning for a 
period of Bible study, heart-search- 
ing, and intercession for those we 
were seeking to win to Christ. 

“God has graciously used this 
praying band to reach unsaved stu- 
dents and even faculty members. 
Now to our prayers we are having 
to add our praise for the signs of 
his blessing upon our testimony.” 














indifferent to its nature as a religion con- 
serving permanent values in patterns sus- 
ceptible to historical evaluations.” 

Prayer, he tells us, “is the asking of 
favors from a definite personality who, it 
is hoped, can be induced to do favors to 
the petitioner. One has only to read any 
prayer-book to realize how far religion has 
found expression in flattering cries for 
mercy and security.” 

Then comes this enormity! 

“But such an attitude is quite impossible 
for one who in any way is acquainted with 


the forces of the universe and the laws 
which describe their operation.” 

Has Dr. Matthews never heard of such 
great scientists, who were Christians, as 
Newton and Pascal and Faraday and Lord 
Kelvin? 

“The belief in cosmic reason and will,” 
he goes on, “does not yield itself to pleas 
for forgiveness. It is not strange, there- 
fore, that many have felt little warmth 
in the scientific approach to religion. If 
prayer cannot effect changes in actual situ- 
ations, what is the use of praying?” 

Dr. Matthews, however, is not optimistic 
as to the future of his “scientific approach 
to religion.” He says (p. 294): “I can 
see no evidence that ecclesiastical conserv- 
atism is lessening among the rank and file 
of America. Churches without religious 
convictions are not apt to survive their 
eloquent pastors.” 

The Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, states- 
man and litterateur, was son of a Baptist 
minister in Liverpool. His autobiography, 
too, has been published. The last chapter 
makes painful reading. “Do you believe,” 
he asks himself, “in some power behind 
time and space with whom you can com- 
municate in your bed in Chelsea? Do you 
believe in immortality beyond Golders 
Green, where lie the white ashes of your 
wife? How can I answer this otherwise 
than, No?” 

Would the Baptist seminary at Newton 
(Mass.) think to commend itself to the 
Christian public by inviting a man of Bir- 
rell’s apostate faith as guest speaker at 
its commencement, because of “his Chris- 
tian background and exquisite writing of 
English”? Yet this honor it gives Dr. 
Shailer Matthews. 


Our Prayer-Answering God.—There is 
no end of material to put in contrast to 
Dr. Matthews’ opinions, and, indeed, to - 
put his godlessness to shame. Here is some- 
thing from the last report of the Lieben- 
zeller Mission, Changsha, China. 

“Greater were the financial difficulties 
and our hearts were nearly failing, yet it 
is a good thing to have the Living God 
to reckon with. The restrictions in Ger- 
many allow only funds for the mission- 
aries themselves but nothing for carrying 
on the work, and we have a staff of ex- 
actly two hundred Chinese fellow workers 
to care for. And God has provided. We 
have been able to spend for their salaries 
$34,000, — $5,000 more than the preceding 
year. It has been interesting to see how 
God’s special help, which we are bound to 
look for, comes from a different quarter 
each time. 

“More important is the manifestation of 
God’s presence in our work. Friends in 
the homelands hardly realize how great the 
darkness out here is, the fetters of sin, the 
fear of death, the bondage of evil custom. 
It is God who works, not we. Dr. Eitel 
reports 40,000 outpatients. 

“The Lord gave success in very difficult 
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operations. He protected the staff when 
visiting houses thoroughly infected with ty- 
phus and cholera. He who upholds all 
things by the word of his power heard 
our cries for those suffering from pain. 
Those tossing about in fever became quiet. 
Not a few have, as one stated it, felt in 
our Hospital ‘the powers of Heaven’ and 
witnessed to it by confession of Christ and 
baptism. All things are of God. He daily 
gives us the strength of his love. He 
supplies the medicines, yes, even the motor 
car which bridges distances and saves pre- 
cious time and strength.” 


Arizona Indians number some 50,000, — 
Hopis, Navahos, Apaches, Pimas, and 
Papagos, idolaters who worship sun, moun- 
tains, wild animals, fire, spirits of the dead. 
It is a common sight to see plates, cups, 
and saucers in the graveyards for the feed- 
ing of departed relatives. Many make pil- 
grimages annually into Mexico with the 
hope of appeasing the gods. This is done 
at the cost of much privation. When they 
reach the shrine they make a money offer- 
ing and then rub shawls, handkerchiefs, 
and the like, on the shrine for magical 
blessings. Across the street are saloons 
and gambling devices to which they give 
their attention when their religious obli- 
gations are fulfilled. 

H. W. Gwinn has been carrying on a 
faith-mission among them (Route 4, Box 
25, Tucson, Arizona) for some years, vis- 
iting homes, giving personal messages of 
salvation, colporting Scriptures. “These 
people love us because we love them and 
care for their souls’ salvation.” Of one 
of his converts he says: “She held prayer 
meetings in her home and invited her 
neighbors to them. She was ordered to 
appear before the council for trial. Rather 
than renounce her faith she chose to be 
publicly whipped for forsaking the Indian 
religion. Since then her husband has ac- 
cepted her faith: Recently a Hopi and his 
wife, from a tribe that puts on the famous 
snake dance, actually handling live rattle- 
snakes in their mouths and entwining them 
round their bare bodies, were visitors in 
our home. They have accepted the Lord 
and are now trusting in his shed blood for 
salvation. This man is an outstanding 
authority on Indian traditions and customs. 
Both he and his wife are educated and will 
constitute powerful witnesses to Christ 
when they return home.” 


Mistakes and Divisions.—It is amazing 
that the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church of America, guided appar- 
ently by Westminster Seminary professors, 
should, in the terrible alcohol reaction 
which has followed the repeal of the Eight- 
eenth Amendment, refuse to endorse a pro- 
posal favoring total abstinence. How the 
whiskey trusters and brewers will chortle, 
with the whole verminous crowd of saloon, 
dive, and “tavern” keepers! The resolu- 
tion proposed by the Rev. William T. 
Strong read: 

“We, the members of this Assembly, in 
the interest of making clear our position 
on this particular matter which has occa- 


sioned the overtures, namely the question 
of a Christian’s relation to the use of in- 
toxicating beverages, and with no slightest 
intention of setting ourselves up in judg- 
ment on the conscience of any man where 
the Word of God has not bound him, do 
desire to declare that we deem it wise to 
pursue the course of total abstinence; and 
furthermore, we lament the widespread ten- 
dency of the American people toward in- 
temperance, and we are unalterably opposed 
to the modern saloon and the liquor traffic 
in general .. .” 


This amendment was rejected! 


Whereat the Rev. Milo F. Jamison of 
Los Angeles arose and declared he could 
not remain in a “wet” church, and he was 
followed out by the Moderator of the 
Church, President J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. 

Eighteen of the leading members, of 
whom fourteen are ministers, of the Pres- 
byterian Church: of America have with- 
drawn from the Church for this reason, 
and have organized a new fellowship, the 
Bible Presbyterian Synod. It is said that 
four entire presbyteries are planning to 
withdraw. 

One regrets also to read of conflict and 
resignations in the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions. Splendid 
men like Mr. Laird, Mr. MacPherson, and 
Dr. Brumbaugh, who have abandoned 
churches and endowments mounting into 
millions, to start afresh, have been criti- 
cized as disloyal to the Presbyterian form 
of government! They would appear to be 
as little to blame for “Independency” in 
this transition stage as a man with a broken 
leg for failure in teamwork. So the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Independent Board, 
Mr. Woodbridge, together with eight mem- 
bers of the Board have resigned, and a 
Committee on Foreign Missions has been 
formed within the Presbyterian Church of 
America which will undertake mission pro- 
motion without suspicion of the heresy of 
“Independency.” Meanwhile the Independ- 
ent Board has filled the vacancies and 
proceeds. 

Eight of the eleven new members of the 

Independent Board were at the time of 
their election members of the Presbyterian 
Church of America, which would seem to 
indicate that the rank and file are not dis- 
turbed by the. scarecrow of “Independency” 
nor have lost faith in the Board. 
. One trusts that a kindlier spirit may pre- 
vail, that the great cause of evangelical 
loyalty may not be discredited in the eyes 
not only of the world at large but among 
those who have up to now been proud both 
of Westminster Seminary and the Presby- 
terian Church of America. 


The First June Conference of the Stu- 
dent Christian Movement in New Eng- 
land is slated for this year on Sebago 
Lake, Me. The movement is “inclusive.” 
Together with the Student Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A. and the Student Volunteer 
Movement are summoned representatives 
from Unitarian churches. The circular 
says that “New England college men in 
their 1936 Conference at Mt. Hermon ob- 
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served the fiftieth year in a succession of 
the great Northfield Student Conferences.” 
The succession is apparently to be trans- 
ferred to a new scene and to be made “co- 
educational.” 

“The conference is built around the truth 


‘that we cannot express all there is in us . 


until, in the encompassing mystery of the 
universe, we find what it is that is worth 
our devotion and around which we can 
organize our life.’ ” 

Very Emezsonesque! 

“A series of small groups will attempt 
to see human life at its best through a 
study of the life of Jesus.” 

So ancient are the Conference formulas! 

“Conference experience will show that 
intellectual activity is raised to the highest 
pitch when feilowship is not in work alone 
and in discussion, but in jest and prayer 
as well.” 

Jest and praver! 
ference spirit! 

Among the speakers one notices Norman 
Thomas, ex-Presbyterian agnostic, Profes- 
sor Bennett of the Modernist Auburn Sem- 
inary, Amos Wilder, radical from Andover- 
Newton, and Dr. Grace L. Elliott, an 
experienced psychologist. 


The Bible as Literature Once More.— 
Simon and Schuster are publishers of “The 
Bible Designed to be Read as Living Liter- 
ature.” Their Bible is weighted with out- 
of-date critical comment; it omits with in- 
credible editorial stupidity some of the 
noblest parts of the Bible, such as the 
Epistle to the Ephesians which Coleridge 
called the greatest book ever written. Yet, 
as Paul said, “Notwithstanding, every 
way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ 
is preached.” The Gospels are there, and 
Romans, and most of the balance of- the 
New Testament. One may rejoice, there- 
fore, that some 200,000 copies have been 
sold in ten months. 

In a full page advertisement in the New 
York Times the Bible is extolled. This 
certainly is not in the vein of the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism, 
and must puzzle them. It is a sort of 
unintentional backfire to their propaganda. 
The advertisement is addressed “to any 
man who has never read the Bible.” It 
calls the Bible “the most important book in 
the world.” 

“For years you have planned to give 
yourself the supreme spiritual experience 
of a lifetime, the crowning enjoyment of 
really reading the Book of books, from be- 
ginning to end. 

“No lenger need you deny yourself a 
book that has been the bread of life to mil- 
lions, for this new edition challenges you 
to look into your own heart, to decide to- 
day or tonight, perhaps this very moment, 
whether you still wish to be a man who has 
never read the Bible. 

“Lastly, what can equal the joy not only 
of reading this Bible for yourself but the 
enduring satisfaction of distributing it, — 
like a one-maz: Gideon Society.” 

The statement that, with this emasculated 
edition, one can read the Bible “from be- 
ginning to end” is a characteristic mis- 
representation, as is the title “The Bible” 
on this work. THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
TIMES reviewed it in detail in Notes on 
Open Letters (Jan. 23, 1937), and showed 
that twelve entire books of the Bible are 
omitted, together with large and precious 
parts of other books that are dropped out 


So modern is the Con- 
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without any intimation in the text that 
there is any omission. 

This edition is not for instructed Chris- 
tians. It can teach them nothing. But it 
may well give entrance to the Word in 
places where the Word has never come. 
New York is the greatest Jewish city in 
the world, and one of the largest Roman 
Catholic. 


From the Home Field.—A crass case of 
human sacrifice connected with a supersti- 
tious cult, occurred in Tomahawk, Martin 
County, a backward region of Kentucky 
in February, 1932. An aged mother was 
put to death by her sons and others at 
the instigation of a woman cult-leader. 
Miss Annie Allen, who had worked in vari- 
ous parts of the Southern mountains, felt 
called to start mission work in this dark 
area. She opened a Vacation Bible School 
in Tomahawk in the face of much opposi- 
tion. Assistants were raised up and the 
money provided in answer to prayer. Al- 
ready fifteen boys and girls have been con- 
verted, one being the granddaughter of the 
victim of the 1932 tragedy. Last October 
there were revival meetings for ten days 
in Tomahawk. Adults and children filled 
the house eager to hear the Word. Hun- 
dreds of Testaments and Gospels have been 
given away and are read. Not a trace of 
this cult can now be found in this com- 
munity or in Martin County. The whole 
community is changed. 

Maurice Aguillard, sailor in the U. S. 
Navy, came across a Bible while stationed 
in the Island of Guam. At the end of his 
enlistment he returned home eager to share 
this new knowledge with his family. About 
the time of his return a meeting was held 
in his home town by French Baptists. 
Finding that they preached from the Book 
he had brought from Guam he attended, 
was converted, and then led his family to 
Christ. He is now going about Southern 
Louisiana preaching the Gospel. His sis- 
ter, Vena Aguillard, writes: 

“IT was reared in a home that didn’t 
know anything about the Bible. My father 
was a drunkard and we went to dances m- 
til about five years ago, when a French 
preacher read from a French Bible to us. 
It was the sweetest story I ever heard. 
I knew it was the Word of God. I went 
to my knees at home and God saved me 
from that hour. We are eleven children. 
All save one have accepted Christ; also 
father and mother.” 

Vena has taken training and is now very 
successful in house-to-house visitation. 
Remarkable conversions accompany her 
testimony, and when she preaches “even 
men are dissolved in tears.” 

So does God make of stones children to 
Abraham! 


From the Foreign Field.—Mr. Lehnse 
of the Presbyterian Mission, Peking, has 
six Sunday schools with some 400 children 
in attendance. Some of these have become 
true soldiers of Christ. Thus one, “Lofty 
Aim” by name, and eleven years of age, 
persuaded his parents to abandon idolatry. 
With his pennies he hired a ricksha, loaded 
it with dusty images, labeled them “un- 
wanted,” sat on the top of the load, and 
took them back to the temple. ... In Mr. 
Lehnse’s church is a Mrs. Wang who once 
had a special bolt made for her gate to 
keep Christians out who might visit her 
with the message of repentance and salva- 
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tion. Now she herself goes about with this 
message. 

One writes of a visit to the Lualaba 
River, Belgian Congo: 

“One stage of the journey, a distance 
of about fifty miles, was a very happy time. 
There I found many young believers, full 
of enthusiasm, most of whom have been 
saved during the early part of this year. 
They are railway maintenance men and 
firewood men, with wives and children, 

“A railway workman and his wife were 
baptized at Albertville in June, 1935. Some 
time after his employers moved him to a 
camp near Kabalo. Here he has been the 
means under God of a great number of 
conversions. Before his own conversion 
he was a Romanist. God spoke to him in 
a dream showing him that this system was 
of man and could not save his soul. The 
next day he gathered all his Catholic books 
of piety and destroyed them, starting in to 
read the Bible instead. There is a beau- 





“Don’t Tell 


That Story Here!” 


The French Christians in Adams- 
ville. New Brunswick, are witnesses 
to their Roman Catholic neighbors. 
Recently a shoemaker came to the 
house of a Protestant saying: “I 
have watched you people since 
Christmas and now I, too, have 
broken with the Catholic Church.” 
Our friend gave him a New Testa- 
ment. A few days later a Roman 
Catholic came to the shoemaker’s 
shop to buy a file, saying, “I must 
tell you a story.” 

The shoemaker stopped him. 
“Would you tell the priest such a 








“No.” 

“Well then, don’t tell it here. 
You see that Bible? You can’t tell 
such stories in the presence of the 
Bible. Now I’m going to give you 
the file without charge, but on one 
condition. Go home and pray ‘Our 
Father’; not as I used to do—as fast 
as I could—but slowly, intelligently, 
reverently. That is what the Bible 
calls praying. “Use not vain repe- 
titions, as the heathen do: for they 
think that they shall be heard for 
their much speaking.”’ 

The shoemaker was at M. Lanc- 
tin’s meeting at Adamsville. And 
he brought a friend along. “It was 
only before midnight that I had an- 
swered his last question.”’ 











tiful freshness about his converts, the ardor 
of their first love, and they are keen on 
buying Testaments and other portions of 
Scripture in order to learn more of the 
Lord who has saved them.” 

Miss Evelyn Haile, working among Af- 
rican women in Serowe, tells of her pre- 
natal clinic. The aged grannies obstruct; 
the younger women are with her, and mor- 
tality is falling. Chief Tshekedi sent a 
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regiment of women to build mud huts and 
the walls surrounding them. A men’s regi- 
ment came to thatch them, for this is the 
law of building. They are a masterpiece 
of African art,—simple, beautiful. “In 
September we had a large gathering of 
women to dedicate these maternity huts. 
There was a service of rejoicing, and Queen 
Semane opened the huts. I can still hear 
the women’s voices: 
The golden gates lift up their heads, 


The doors are open wide, 
The King of Glory shall come in.” 


Brief Notes.—La Semaine Religieuse 
reports that in Vladivostok a church is be- 
ing torn down and the materials are being 
used to construct a large prison. The So- 
viet authorities are reported as negotiating 
in Holland for the sale of an extremely 
valuable library in the old Kieff Cloister. 
The money realized will be used to buy 
important war materials. . . M. Edmond 
Haraucourt in the Socialist organ, La 
Depeche de Toulouse, publishes an article 
entitled, “The Amazements of St. Paul.” 
With master hand and in the light of the 
teaching of the great apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, he reviews and condemns the inven- 
tions of Romanism, — mariolatry, papal in- 
fallibility, and that last creation of modern 
Catholic piety, the little sister Therése, 
whom Father Coughlin represents in the 
United States. . . . The fanatical icono- 
clasm of Nazi Germany has removed the 
statue of Mendelssohn from before the 
Cloth Market in Leipzig and has put a new 
text, purged of Jewish references, to Han- 
del’s “Judas Maccabeus.” Now Bach is 
attacked, not because he is of Jewish race 
—he is of course not — but because he is 
of Christian faith, a faith whose roots run 
into Judaism. In the Allegemeine Musik- 
seitung it is suggested that the Christian 
words of Bach’s oratorios should be for- 
gotten as one disregards the Latin text of 
Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis or Bruckner’s 
Te Deum. . . . Professor Kohler of the 
Medical Department of Tungshi Univer- 
sity, Shantung, after a visit to New 
Guinea, where he observed the work of 
German missionaries, said: “It was a great 
experience to one who. had been a skeptic 
regarding missions. Missionaries, almost 
without exception, are heroes without or- 
ders, scientists without titles, hard laborers 
without pay. The threadbare word ‘ideal- 
ism’ (which, however, these New Guinea 
missionaries never use) has in their lives 
recovered its golden ring.”—(Reported in 
the Allgemeine Kirchenzeitung)....A. B. 
de Roos’ mission in Mexico has an or- 
phanage and the needs of the undernour- 
ished Mexican children are multifarious. 
Recently the Squibb Company sent it 
twelve dozen twelve-ounce bottles of mint- 
flavored cod liver oil... . In France those 
having receiving-sets vote for the election 
of representatives on the management of 
radio-broadcasting. Some 600,000 voted 
this year. Of the two tickets Radio-Lib- 
erty represents the radical Popular Front; 
Radio-Family the Roman Church very 
largely. The latter won a crushing vic- 
tory which is considered a protest against 
the tendency to keep religion off the air. 
.. . Neo-paganism in Germany now finds 
its counterpart in Greece, where its repre- 
sentatives are carrying on an intensive agi- 
tation and have already won adherents to 
the worship of Zeus, Aphrodite, and 
Athene. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 25. GOD PREPARES A PEOPLE 


International Uniform Lesson.— Exodus 11:4 to 12:36, printed text, Exodus 12: 21-28 
Golden Text.—The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself.— Deut. 7:6 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Exodus 12: 21-28 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Exod. 12:21 Ther Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and 
said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your 
families, and kill the passover. 

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood 
that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with 
the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the 
door of his house until the morning. ; 

23 For the Lorp will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and 
when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, 
the Lorp will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer 
to come in unto your houses to smite you. 

24 And ye shall observe this thing for. an ordinance to thee and 
to thy sons for ever. ; 

2s And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which 
the Lorp will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall 
keep this service. : 

26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto 
you, What mean ye by this service? 

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lorp’s passover, 
who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when 
he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people 
bowed the head and worshipped. ; 

28 And the children of Israel went away, and did as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Exod. 12: 21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and 
said unto them, * Draw out, and take you ? lambs according to your 
families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye shall take a bunch of 
hyssop, and dip it-in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the 
lintel and the two side-posts with the blood thai is in the basin; and 
none of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morn- 
ing. 23.For Jehovah will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and 
when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side-posts, 
Jehovah will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to 
come in unto your houses to smite you. 24 And ye shall observe 
this thing for an ordinance to thee and t= thy sons for ever. 25 And 
it shall come to pass, when ye are come to the land which Jehovah 
will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye\shall keep this 
service. 26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say 
unto you, What mean ye by this service? 27 that ye shall say, It is 
the sacrifice of Jehovah’s passover, * who passed over the houses of 
the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and 
delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and wor- 
shipped. 28 And the children of Israel went and did so; as Jeho- 
vah had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 

1Or, Go forth. * Or, kids. * Or, for that he passed. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


OD’S nation, Israel, was really born 
G in Egypt, on Passover night, not 
f at Sinai, the day the law was given. 
We think of the twentieth chapter of Ex- 
odus as the characteristic chapter of the 
book. But the twelfth chapter comes be- 
fore the twentieth. “The law was given 
through Moses” (John 1:17, R. V.). But 
the Passover also was given through 
Moses. The Bible is a blood-marked book 
from beginning to end. The twelfth chap- 
ter of Exodus, the twenty-second of Gen- 
esis, and the sixteenth of Leviticus contain 
the heart of these books; for the message 
is Christ’s sacrifice for us. The beginning 
of months and the beginning of time for 
Israel was on that Passover night. That 
memorial of the Passover pointed to a new 
beginning of time for all the world. To- 
day we date all events “in the year of 
our Lord.” “God Prepares a People” is 
a mild description of what happened on 
Passover night, unless we remember that 
there is but one way to prepare a people, 
or a person, for life. 


The Historical Setting 


The plagues probably lasted at least nine 
months, and we are dating the exodus 
1491 B. C. The Passover was killed on 
the fourteenth of Nisan (approximately 
our April), “between the two evenings,” 
probably meaning between three and five 
o'clock (“the going down of the sun,” in 
Deut. 16: 6, does not necessarily mean sun- 
set, but any time after noon). At midnight 
of the fifteenth (which began at sunset 
of the fourteenth) came the death of the 
first-born, and in the morning Israel set 
forth out of Egypt. 


% % & & 


Verse by Verse 


Exodus 12:21.—Then Moses called for 
all the elders of Israel. After God had 
revealed to Moses and Aaron the order of 
the Passover (12: 1-20). The elders were 
the people’s representatives, the heads of 
the various large family groups or clans 
(cf. 4:29). Take you a lamb according 
to your families. If the house was too 
small, they were to join with their neigh- 
bors (vs. 3, 4). Later a minimum of ten 
was required. This account is evidently 
a brief summing up of Moses’ instructions. 
Kill the passover. ‘That is, the Passover 
lamb. But the phrase centers attention on 
the important feature of the ceremony, 
namely, the death. 


Verse 22.—A bunch of hyssop. A small, 
aromatic plant of Egypt and Palestine, 
some think wild marjoram (cf. 1 Kings 4: 
33); it was used for ceremonial purifica- 
tion, and is significantly connected with sin 
offerings (Lev. 14:4, 6, 49; Num. 19:6, 
18, 19; Psa. 51:7; Heb. 9:19). None of 
you shall go out at the door of his house 
until the morning. Emphasizing the sym- 
bolic meaning that they were protected by 
the blood. There were also practical rea- 
sons for their remaining indoors. 


Verse 23.—The Lord will pass through 
to smite the Egyptians. The destroying 
angel is the Lord’s agent (12:12, 13; 2 
Sam. 24:16). When he seeth the blood. 
The destroying angel would have smitten 
the first-born of Israel had the blood not 
been on the door. Israel also deserves 
death for sin, but Israel has a substitute. 
The Lord will pass over the door. Hence 
the name “passover.” Jehovah passed over 
the house in the sense that he spared it 
from his stroke of judgment (cf. Amos 7: 
8; 8:2). 

Verse 24—Ye shall observe this thing 
for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons 
for ever. A perpetual ordinance for the 


new-born nation, the foundation of all their 
ordinances. This “for ever” was to last 
until Christ, the true Passover Lamb, 
should be sacrificed, when the - ordinance 
gives way to the new memorial feast that 
the Church of Christ is to observe forever, 
until he comes. 


Verse 25.—When ye be come to the land 
. «+ ye shall keep this service. Evidently 
their next Passover was forty years later, 
when they canie into the land, following 
their circumcision (Josh. 5: 10). 


Verse 26.—When your children shall say 
unto you, What mean ye by this service? 
The service was designed to draw out ques- 
tioning. Later the custom was that the 
youngest child should ask this question. 


Verse 27.—The sacrifice of the Lord’s 
passover. It is peculiarly “the Lord’s”; 
he instituted it and gave it to Israel: The 
sacrifice is offered to him, and it points 
to God’s own blood shed for us. It, is 
more than a memorial of Egyptian deliver- 
ance; it is a blood sacrifice. The people 
bowed the head and worshiped. What 
reverence and awe must have been in their 
hearts as the moment drew nigh for their 
great deliverance! (Cf. 4:31.) * 


The Heart of the Lesson 

On the blood-marked door in Egypt on 
Passover night, mercy and truth met to- 
gether, righteousness and peace kissed each 
other (Psa. 85:10). That glorious night 
of deliverance from Egypt can never be 
understood unless we see the background 
of the terror and the darkness of that same 
night. It was God who slew the first- 
born of Egypt and brought the bitter cry 
in every home.’ It was God who brought 
peace and joy, and the gladness of liberty, 
into the homes of the Israelites. The holi- 
ness and justice and wrath of God have 
been largely lost out of the teaching of our 
present age. Men cry out for mercy, but 
they have little concern for truth. All are 
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crying out for peace today; none but the 
dictators want war. But it is peace with- 
out righteousness men are crying for. That 
Passover night in Egypt is an eternal pro- 
test against this superficial view of sin and 
of God. Egypt had to pay for her sins 
against God’s people Israel and her sins 
against God. All the world has to pay, and 
the payment will be made in blood. Men 
have the choice between the blood of war 
and the blood of the cross. We are God’s 
chosen because we are accepted in his only 
begotten Son. The Passover speaks of 
Christ crucified for us, and Christ our life 
on whom we feed. It calls us to a life of 
separation from the world, and living upon 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth 
(1 Cor. 5:7, 8). God prepares a people 
for living by giving the life,— through 
death. 


Lesson Outlines 
Ecypr’s DEATH AND ISRAEL’s BirtH 


1. Judgment Predicted: The final plague 
on unrepentant Egypt (Exod. 11: 4-10). 

2. Redemption Promised: God gives the 
Passover to Moses and Aaron (12: I-14). 


3. Holiness Prophesied: God ordains the 
feast of unleavened bread (12: 15-20). 

4. God’s People under the Blood: By 
faith Israel keeps the Passover (12: 21- 
28). 

5. God’s enemies judged, and his people 
delivered: The tenth plague and the exodus 
(12: 29-36). 

Tue Israet or Gop 

1. Chosen of God. 2. Afflicted in Egypt. 
3. Redeemed by blood. 4. Feeding on 
Christ. 5. Delivered from the enemy. 6. 
Separated from sin. 


Curist Our PASSOVER 
1. Christ for us: The Lamb of God slain 
in our place. 


2. Christ in us: Our feeding upon Christ 
as our life. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Character of God. Throughout,the 
Old Testament God is revealed as a God 
of loving-kindness and tender mercy. He 
is revealed as the holy One, the God of 
justice and judgment: See Heart of the 
Lesson. 


Christ for Us, and Christ in Us. On the 
ground of the blood of Christ we are jus- 
tified through faith. That means that all 
the righteousness of Christ, including his 
complete payment of the eternal death pen- 
alty for sin, is put down to our account. 
But just as the children of Israel were to 
consume the lamb that had been slain, so 
we have life through communion with 
Christ, and feed upon him, by faith. Jus- 
tification and _ sanctification are vitally 
united; yet Christ for us must not be con- 
fused with Christ in us. Justification is 
complete and instantaneous, and is equal 
for all Christians. 


The Passover a Type of Christ. 1. God 
commanded the ordinance. 2. A perfect 
lamb. 3. Chosen on the tenth, slain on the 
fourteenth, a kept lamb. 4. It must be 
slain. 5. The blood must be applied to the 
door. So Christ must be received by faith. 
6. God saw the blood, and the destroying 
angel passed by. It is on the basis of 
Christ’s shed blood that God forgives sin. 
7. They were to feed on the lamb. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
4. July 25.—God Prepares a People. 
Exodus 11:4 to 12: 36 
5s. August 1.—God Leads a People. 
Exodus 13:17 to 15:21 
6. August 8.—God Feeds a People. 
Exodus 16:1 to 17:-7 
7. August 15.—God Gives Laws to a 
INGO sc ctpessstsincs Exodus 19: 1 to 20: 21 
8 August 22.—The Place of Religion in a 
Nation’s Life. 
Exodus 25: 1-40; 29 : 43-46; 40: 1-38 
9. August 29.—God Condemns Intemper- 
ance (The Social Approach to the 
Drink Problem). Leviticus 10:1, 2, 8- 
11; Proverbs 31:4, 5; Isaiah 28 : 1-8; 
Romans 14: 21 
11. September 12—A Nation Needs Relig- 
ious Homes. Deuteronomy 6: 1-9; 11 : 18-25 
12, September 19.—Choices and Their Con- 
sequences in a Nation’s Life. 
Deuteronomy i1 : 8-12, 26-32 
13. September 26.—God in the Making of a 
NGM bbc csiesecotgsre Deuteronomy 8 : 11-20 








The Lord’s Supper. Our Lord, after 
observing, with his disciples, the last real 
Passover that was ever kept, immediately 
instituted the Lord’s Supper. The Pass- 
over pointed forward to the death of the 
Lamb of God, and at the same time was 
a commemoration of the deliverance from 
Egypt. So the Lord’s Supper points back 
to Christ’s death for us, and forward to his 
coming. 

The Re-birth of a Nation. Israel was 
born on Passover night. Israel rejected 
Christ her Passover, and has been scat- 
tered among the nations. She will be born 
again as a nation when she looks on Christ 
whom she pierced, 


The Threefold Message. 1. God was 
dealing with Israel as they were, delivering 
them from Egypt, teaching them the mean- 
ing of sin, giving them a sacred ordinance 
that they might look back to the deliver- 
ance and forward to the coming Lamb of 
God. 2. The whole deliverance from Egypt 
and the manner of it was a necessary part 
in the working out of God’s plan of re- 
demption, not only getting Israel into 
Egypt, but instructing them about the 
blood, that they might become channels for 
the preaching of redemption. 3. The Pass- 
over was a glorious type. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we been convicted of sin? Have 
we seen the reality of the dread judgment 
that awaits those who are not saved? 


Have we applied the blood? Christ has 
died to put away sin. Just as the poured- 
out blood of the lamb would have been 
useless unless the Israelites had applied 
it according to the commandment, so the 
blood of Christ avails for us only when 
we personally accept him as our Saviour. 


Are we rejoicing in assurance? Assur- 
ance must be based on something that can 
never be changed. Our assurance is the 
righteousness of Christ, and his perfect fin- 
ished work for us. 


Are we feeding on Christ? If we have 
really accepted him, we will feed upon him. 
There can be no such thing as taking Christ 
as our freedom from the penalty of sin 
without also having Christ as our Life. 


What place has God in our family? The 
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family should be the chief place for teach- 
ing our children concerning God. 


Do we faithfully observe the Lord’s Sup- 
per? So important is the observation of 
the Lord’s Supper that the Lord himself 
personally gave it to Paul for the Gentile 
churches. What the Passover was to Is- 
rael, in a richer, deeper way, the Lord’s 
Supper is to us. 


Are we warning men to flee from the 
wrath to come? How greatly that mes- 
sage is needed today. The judgment is as 
sure as the death of the first-born in Egypt. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


For every child of Israel slain by Pha- 
raoh, Egypt lost one of her own sons, — 
and more. 


Pharaoh did not believe God’s word about 
the destroying angel; but God’s word came 
to pass. 

It is still true that the wages of sin is 
death, though the world does not believe it. 

Israel did believe God’s word, and sprin- 
kled the blood on the door, 


There are two truths that the natural 
mind of man will not receive: the truth 
about the sure judgment of hell, and the 
truth about the free gift of Heaven, by 
grace through faith. 


It was the personal God who was dealing 
directly with Moses and with Israel; they 
had more than the shadow of things to 
come, 


God was long-suffering toward Pharaoh 
and Egypt; he endured their evil for many 
years before the blow of judgment fell. 


Not only was Egypt punished for their 
persecution of Israel, but they were obliged 
to pay Israel for their service. 

One measure of the greatness of redemp- 
tion is the greatness and fearfulness of hell. 


If Israel had only gone on as they started 
on Passover night: “the children .of Israel 
went and did so; as Jehovah had com- 
manded ... so did they” (Exod, 12: 28). 

Cotumara, S. C, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HE lesson title is “God Prepares a Peo- 
ple.” For what was he preparing them? 


2. What two great facts in the lesson’ on 
the passover are rejected by the natural man? 


3. What was the great difference between 


‘Egypt and Israel as revealed in this lesson? 


4. Can you mention six facts about the 
passover lamb that point definitely to six 
truths concerning Christ? 

5. What two relationships are sustained by 
each child of God who is saved by the. blood, 
as illustrated by the passover type? 


6. When did Israel observe the first pass- 
over commemorating their deliverance from 
Egypt? 

7. How did Moses: give the passover, as 
described in the New Testament? Answer 
in two words. 


8. What is the spiritual meaning of the 
feast of unleavened bread? oes this mean 
that Christians should be sinless after their 
conversion ? 


9. On the human side, how did the passover 
prepare Israel in a physical way to depart 
from Egypt? 

10. How did the Israelites express their 
faith in, God’s command to observe the pass- 
over? When had they done this same thing 
before? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page sor of this issue. 








fo gern 


ben purnareaes 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Pharaoh Did Not Know.—The Lord thy 
God hath chosen thee ta be a special people 
unto himself (Golden Text). I was look- 
ing at am inscription in the Museum in 
Cairo, one of the most wonderful museums 
in the world. In this museum there is a 
stone about ten or twelve feet high, and 
five to six feet wide, made of black granite, 
polished on both sides, with an inscription 
on one side made in the days of the son 
of Rameses the Second. That carries us 
back about 1,400 years B. C., and on the 
stone, Pharaoh, in a very proud way and 
in poetical phrases, relates his victories. 
The inscription ends with these words: 
“Tsrael is annihilated; Israel will have no 
posterity.” But that proud Pharaoh did 
not know Jehovah, and did not know that 
the everlasting command of Jehovah was 
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‘that His people were to remain and to be 


His witnesses throughout the ages; wit- 
nesses as we know of His sovereignty, and 
witness also of His mercy.—From the Jew- 
ish Era. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N. Y. 


Only When Applied.—Ve shall take a 
bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood 
that is in the bason, and strike the lintel 
and the two side posts with the blood 
(Exod. 12: 22). A soap manufacturer, not 
a Christian, was walking with a minister. 
Said the soap maker, “The Gospel you 
preach hasn’t done much good, for there’s 
still a lot of wickedness and wicked people.” 
The preacher made no immediate reply, but 
they soon passed a child making mud pies. 
He was exceedingly dirty. It was then 
the preacher’s turn, and so he said: “Soap 
hasn’t done much good in the world, I 
see; for there’s still much dirt and many 
dirty people.” “Oh, well,” answered the 
manufacturer, “soap is useful only when it’s 
applied.” “Exactly,” was the minister’s re- 
ply; “so it is with the Gospel we proclaim.” 
—From the Christian Reader’s Digest. 
Sent by the Rev. Thomas Todd Edwards, 
Fleischmanns, N. Y. 


Shut In.—And none of you shall go out 
at the door of his house until the morning 
(v¥..32). 

No, not until the morning 
When the shadows flee away,— 


We'll shelter ’neath the blood 
Till the dawning of the day. 
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affe -- set my feet 
‘J@pupon a rock, and 
established my go- 
ings.’ Psalm 40:2 
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Christ the solid rockI stand; 
other ground is sinking sand” 





Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon gp and = = There are 20 

series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with cted ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought  & 40c 3-H uncolored, or 

75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bend Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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The lintels and the doorposts 
Are sprinkled with the blood, 
And the gentle lamb foreshadows 
The spotless Lamb of God. 


A safe retreat for sinners — 
hy, why was I shut in! 
Because the blood of Jesus 
Has paid my debt of sin. 


I’ll shelter in His wounded side, 
In the fountain filled with blood, 
Nor go out until the morning 
When I awake with God 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mac C. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


Power in the Blood.—And when he 
seeth the blood ... the Lord... will not 
suffer the destroyer (v. 23). May I tell 
you about Alexander Whyte. the wonder- 
ful preacher of old Edinbuigh? He said 
this: “There has never been one day in 
my life since I found Christ, but at some 
time or other I have gone on my knees 
to my God and prayed the whole of the 
hymn, ‘Just as I am, without one plea.’” 
The saintly Whyte every day saying, 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was sked for me, 

And that thou bidst me come to thee; 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
—From sermon by Dr. W. B. Hinson, in 
Serving and Waiting. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


Out of the.Mouths of Babes.—When 
your children shall say unto you, What 
mean ye by this service? That ye shall 
say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s pass- 
over (vs. 26, 27). At a communion service 
recently, when ail heads were bowed and 
all was quiet, a child was heard saying, 
“Yes, sir, I do understand; Mother said 
it is to remember that Jesus Christ died 
on the cross for my sin.”—From an actual 
occurrence in the sender’s church. Sent by 
Josephine A. Kinsly, North Tonawanda, 
N. ¥: 


If the Blood Were Left Out.—The sac- 
rifice of the Lord’s passover (v. 27). When 
Mr. Alexander and I were holding meet- 
ings in the Royal Albert Hall in London, 
some one took away one of our hymn books 
and went through it and cut out every ref- 
erence to the blood; and then sent it back 
to me through the mail, saying, “I have 
gone through your hymn book and cut out 
every reference to the blood. Now sing 


_your hymns with the blood left out and 


there will be some sense in them.” If any 
of you should take your Bible and go 
through it in that way and cut out of the 
Old and New Testament what refers to 
the atoning blood you wouki have a sadly 
tattered Bible left, a Bible without a heart 
and a Gospel without saving power. The 
death of Jesus Christ is mentioned more 
than 175 times in the New Testament. Be- 
sides this there are many prophetical and 
typical references to his death in the Old 
Testament.—From Sermons on the Atone- 
ment, by Dr. R. A. Torrey. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


They are a favored few who act consis- 
tently with their avowed principles; who 
honestly, diligently, and without reserve, en- 
deavor to make the most cj their talents 
and strength in promoting the Lord’s serv- 
ice, and allow themselves in no views or 
designs but what are plainly subordinate 
and subservient to it—John Newton. 

















Lesson for July 25 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast prepared thy people in the early days 
of thy dealing with them, and in these later years, 
to know the meaning.of the biood outpoured 
for them and for us. Thou hast signified thy 
covenant relation with thy children with many 
signs, and especially in the covenant of blood, 
ordained in. the beginning and perpetuated in 
the days to come. We thank thee that the 
message to thy people was so clear and far- 
reaching. We thank thee that a deliverance 
was set before them in all this in a memorial 
that was not to be forgotten. May we think more 
deeply about the Lord Jesus Christ, our Pass- 
over, whose blood was shed for the remission 
oi our sins, and in our place. May we remem- 
ber what thou didst do for the children of Is- 
rael, and rejoice in what thou art doing today, 
and what thou dost purpose for thy believing 
people. We ask this in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. ~Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Would you like to 
have been among those whose doorposts 
were not marked by the blood, whom we 
have been studying about in this lesson? 
Suppose today you had no chance at all 
to accept the marvelous salvation that is 
offered to us by the Lamb of God through 
his outpoured blood on Calvary. Would 
you like to be without that opportunity? 
No, if we realize anything of what that 
salvation means we shall want to be swift 
to accept the Lord Jesus, and to be among 
those who follow him, because of what he 
did, and is doing for us. If we had been 
among the Israelites at that passover time, 
we would not have lost any opportunity to 
meet the conditions that were laid down 
for them. Why do we wait so long to 
commit ourselves to the Lord Jesus? Why 
do we let trivial considerations hinder us? 
There is no day better than today for the 
making of your decision. If any here have 
not accepted him, will you do so before 





the night comes? Let us pray. 
C REPARING 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Under the Blood.—When he seeth the 
blood . . . the Lord will pass over... 
and will not suffer the destroyer to come in 
(Exod. 12:23). Here is a page of Bibli- 
cal history which the professor of Doubts 
has never dared to question. There is too 
much overwhelming, contributing evidence 
of its accuracy. 

Every now and then one or another anti- 
religionist will say, “I don’t believe in a 
slaughter-house religion,” referring, of 
course, to the Christian’s saving faith in 
“the blood of the Lamb” (John 6: 53-56). 

If Mr. Don’t Believer had been in Egypt 
that night, what he believed or did not be- 
lieve would have had no weight in his house 
if there was no blood on the lintel and 
doorposts. There may have been some 
skeptics among the Jews the night before. 
lf so, there were none the next morning. 
Not an unmarked house without its corpse, 
from palace to hut. 

Next Sunday our church will be full 
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with an overflow into the adjoining Sun- 
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wn wail of sorrow, 
ouse was without a 


at his table with a little glass in hago ssorresnfrona Ab®Salace of the King to 
s. e ca 


the emblem of his shed blood, in our han 
We are all safe under that blood. Millions 
all over the world during the year will 
do the same. Among the millions will be 
found the world’s greatest and best men 
and women, from the King on his throne 
to the African in his jungle. 

The fellow who “takes no stock in this 
blood business” is just a joke and one to be 
pitied, because there is no other way into 
Paradise but by the Red Road. The Peni- 
tent Thief simply cried, “Remember me,” 
but the blood of the Lamb was flowing be- 
side him as he cried (Luke 23: 42; 1 John 
5: 6-8). 


Good Things to “Keep.”’—Ye shall keep 
this service (v. 25). Just as long as Is- 
rael kept “this service” reverently and 
faithfully and religiously, things went pros- 
perously with them. But when they forgot 
the Egyptian deliverance and turned toward 
Egyptian idolatry they turned right into 
sore trouble which often meant death 
(Exod. 32: 28, 35). 

There is a great stabilizing power for 
both families and nations in the keeping of 
services, —the “Fourth of July,” for ex- 
ample, 

Those religious societies which have 
carefully and tenaciously kept services have 
been the growing and prosperous ones. 
While there is no saving power in church 
services, and ordinances, there is a great 
“anchoring power” as a sailor might say, 
or “clinching power,” as a carpenter might 
put it (Psa. 78:6, 7; 102: 18). 

One of the best preservatives of a sweet 
home life is the keeping of services for 
all members of the household. Wedding 
days, birthdays, and all the other red let- 
ter days. Wooden wedding at 5 years, tin 
at ro, crystal at 15, china at 20, silver at 
25, golden at 50, and diamond at 75. If 
you want more there are cotton, paper, 
leather at one, two and three years, with 
woolen at seven. 

As I write, on Lincoln’s birthday, the 
baker’s boy has been at the door to take 
orders for a heart-shaped cake for St. Val- 
entine’s Day. All this day-keeping busi- 
ness is sentiment, of course, but this senti- 
mental keeping of services is the icing on 
the cake, and makes for the home, sweet 
and attractive. 

The keeping of the Lord’s Supper does 
not save anyone, but oh, how it sweetens 
up the Christian life. It is a long call from 
the ornate service in some churches to the 
silent waiting before the Lord at the 
Quaker Meeting, but we church folks in 
between who sit at the Lord’s table are 
given a feeling of nearness to God, that 
becomes one of our most sacred memories. 


Then and Now.—The children of Israel 
went away, and did as the Lord had com- 
manded ... so did they (v. 28). “WENT 
os AND DID? : SO DID THEY.” -T 
like these expressions. It meant life and 
salvation right then, under the blood. It 
means the same now. 

How Mrs. Rameses must have laughed 
at Mrs. Abrahamson as she saw the crazy 
folks smearing lambs’ blood over the top 
of the door and down both sides. In some 
places neighbors still laugh at folks who 
do what God tells them to do. 

However, the twilight laugh of ridicule 


bin of the slave. 

When anything is so, its reality is just 
the same, whether you believe it or not. 
Death was out doors in Egypt that night, 
even though Mrs. Rameses and her neigh- 
bors may have laughed at the very idea! 

These Egyptians were the smartest folks 
living on earth at the time. God had his 
Moses educated there. You have only to 
visit the museums, or the country itself, 
and view the wonderful remains, to be con- 
vinced. I have a set of photographs of 
what they found in the tomb of Tut-ank- 
amen. Just been looking them over again. 
None of our modern artists or artisans 
can excell them. As for their great struc- 
tures, they are amazing. 

Yet with all their great ability and smart- 
ness there was death in Egypt in the 
morning. Egypt did not believe God. 
America is able and smart. Look at our 
achievements. But if America does not 
believe God and get under the blood, the 
answer is death (Heb. 9:22; Rom. 6: 23). 

Yet the crowd at the dance hall, that 
bevy of young women at hotel “cocktail 
hour,” that company at the Sunday cham- 
pagne dinner dance do not believe a word 
of it, any more than the Egyptians did. 

The Egyptians knew Joseph as America 
knows Washington. He had a big place in 
their history. America knows about the 
Lord Jesus, another Joseph, for he has al- 
ways had a big place in America’s history. 
The great grain storehouses built by Joseph 
to save Egypt still stood on the banks of 
the Nile. The great soul storehouses built 
all over America still standing — speaking 
through their bells and architecture of sal- 
vation — but multitudes of American men 
and women do not get under the blood! 

CoaTEsvILte, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Draw on the board a lamb and 
across. Print the words, “When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you.” Make tery 
real the story of the Passover. Even Pri- 
mary children can understand the wonder- 
ful picture of Calvary. Let them print 
these words on their cards, which might 
well be a cut-out of a lamb. 











FTER Moses by God’s power had 

turned the waters of the rivers into 
blood, brought plagues of frogs, lice, flies, 
and locusts, killed the cattle of the Egyp- 
tians, rained hail on all Egypt except the 
land of Goshen where the Israelites lived, 
and brought darkness over Egypt for three 
days except in Goshen, still Pharaoh would 
not let them go, and told Moses never 
to see his face again, for he would surely 
die. 

God told Moses then to tell the Israel- 
ites that at midnight he would smite the 
firstborn of every Egyptian family, and 
the firstborn of all beasts. But he gave 
the Israelites a command to slay a lamb 
and sprinkle the blood on the doorposts 
and the lintel, and when he would see the 
blood, he would not slay the oldest child 
in that family. 


So all the Israelites obeyed, and they 
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roasted the flesh of the lamb, which they 
were to eat, as they stood with their cloaks 
on, and all their things packed up, ready 
to go, for when Pharaoh saw what had 
happened, he called for Moses and Aaron 
before morning to get the Israelites out of 
Egypt. And all the Egyptians gave them 
presents and begged them to go, for they 
were afraid. There was some one dead in 
every house. 

The lamb that was slain’ on the night 
before they went out is a picture of Christ. 
Only when that lamb’s blood was on the 
doorposts, the death angel passed over that 
house. Only as we accept Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour, only by his blood which he 
shed for us on Calvary, are we safe from 
God’s judgment. 

There’s a verse I want you to learn. It 
is Exodus 12: 13b, “When I see the blood, 
I will pass over you.” 

And there is a song you might sing today. 
“Christ our redeemer died on the cross, 
Died for the sinner, paid all his due. 
Sprinkle your soul with the blood of the Lamb, 
And I will pass, will pass over you. 


When I see the blood, I will pass, I will pass 
over you.” 


(“Tabernacle Hymns, No. 3”) 
Mopesto, CAtir. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Blood. 

Discussion: A good concordance will give 
you plenty to discuss under the word 
“blood.” 

Objective: That I may know, and live, in 
the blessed fact that Jesus Christ shed his 
precious blood for me. 











AY, fellows, blood occupies the center 

of the picture in God’s design for the 
salvation of men. ‘My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways,”’-says God (Isa. 55:8). A “blood 
religion” is abhorrent to some esthetic 
minds. There are people who faint at the 
sight of blood. There are highly “cultured” 
folks who want to put “there is a foun- 
tain filled with blood” out of the hymn 
books. - They do not like the thought of 
this “blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
and sinners, plunged beneath that flood, lose 
all their guilty stains.” They would have 
their salvation in some “nicer” way. 

But, fellows, you cannot get blood out 
of God’s scheme of things and you need 
not try. He has written it into the Word 
from the very beginning chapters of Gene- 
sis, and it weaves its healing way like a 
scarlet thread all through the Scriptures 
from Genesis to Revelation. And every- 
where it stands for Life. 

Here in our lesson today, the blood of 
a lamb placed upon the door lintel and 
the sideposts was the sign by which the 
death angel would pass over that home 
without slaying the firstborn. By this, 
God was teaching that only by the shedding 
of blood and by coming under that blood 
should men have life and be saved from 
death —as in the blood of Jesus Christ 
which would be shed upon Calvary. 

Blood stands for the life, as is shown 
in physiology. It is the life stream. It is 
described as “an alkaline medium — the 
chief tissue of oxidation in the body; as a 
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means of defense in the struggle with para- 
sitic invaders, the blood is the most impor- 
tant of the body’s bulwarks.” Physically, 
the blood is the chief agent by which food 
is assimilated and carried, each its proper 
element, to the many parts of the body, 
producing and maintaining life and growth; 
and at the same time it battles with and 
overcomes enemy poisons. 

God, our marvelous Creator, designed it 
so; and I for one believe that in the very 
beginning of the creation of man God’s 
blood scheme was so formed that he might 
use it as a teaching principle of the fact 
of the saving and cleansing power of the 
Blood which would be shed upon Calvary. 

“Oh! precious is the flow that makes me 
white as snow; no other fount I know, 
nothing but the blood of Jesus.” I had a 
pastor who knew little or nothing about 
music. Came a time when he had to select 
a new hymn book. He went through a 
number of suggested new books and made 
his choice by the one which had the most 
hymns with “blood” in them. In the face 
of the violent opposition today to the Scrip- 
tural truth of the blood atonement, it could 
not be said that he was “chicken-hearted” 
anyhow, for he had the courage of his con- 
victions. 

Blood is clean; it is a cleanser; it is a 
life carrier and a poison eradicator. Spir- 
itually, the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is more than that. All our culture and 
all our zsthetic taste and practice will not 
remove one dirty spot out of our character ; 
but the blood of Jesus enables us to stand 
before almighty God one hundred per cent 
clean in his righteousness. 

“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 


Daretown, N. J. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


MILLION and a half slaves were sur- 

rounded by Egyptians who worshiped 
many gods. The Egyptians were in such 
black ignorance that they actually thought 
the earth was hatched from a winged egg, 
and peopled by the slime from the river 
Nile. They worshiped leeks and _ garlic, 
and anything that seemed to be strong. 
They worshiped the earth, air, and water 
instead of the God who made these ele- 
ments of life. They worshiped the sun 
instead of the God who made the sun. And 
so the Lord God who has created all things 
planned to show his children of Israel that 
none of the gods worshiped by the Egyp- 
tians had any power. God alone is all- 
powerful.” 

We speak of God as almighty God. God 
prepared these slaves for freedom, and for 
confidence in the only true God, by sending 
plagues which he directed against each of 
the Egyptian false gods. 

God’s part of the preparation was per- 
fect. But just as some boys and girls 
graduate from school without knowing all 
that is in the textbook, so the Israelites 
left Egypt, yet they murmured against 
God. They did not believe God. 

Wouldn’t you have believed God if you 
had been in Egypt and- watched the 
plagues? Suppose you had been there when 
God brought darkness for three days, such 
black darkness that it could be felt, and 
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no one in the homes of the Egyptians 
moved for all that time, yet in the homes 
of the Israelites it was light? Wouldn’t 
you know that something very special was 
happening? There has never been an eclipse 
of the sun for longer than a matter of 
moments, yet God brought blackness to 
Egypt and blackness around his Son at 
Calvary. 

If you think you would have believed if 
you had been in Egypt, why not believe 
because of Calvary? Only God’s Son could 
have said with a loud voice, “It is finished,” 
and in saying this, have referred to the 
guilt of your sin and mine. Think of it! 
God has the power to forgive our sins. 
Christ rose from the grave. This proves 
that he is the Son of God. Do you believe 
it? 

God is preparing a people now, a people 
to live with him throughout all eternity. 
Day by day, he is working miracles in the 
lives of those who believe him. 

2 Corinthians 6: 16; Colossians 3: 1-4; I 
John 1: 5-9; 3: 1-3; 5: 10-14; 2 Corinthians 
10:17; 8:9; Colossians 3: 12-17, 23, 24; 
2 Peter 2:9; 1 Peter 3:10; Hebrews 13: 
aI. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 








Gob PREPARES A PEOPLE 
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Lesson for July 25 


This Week's Cisetton Answered 


(The questions are on page 497) 


1. Preparing them immediately for the exo- 
dus. Preparing them to be his people. Pre- 
paring them, through redemption, to be his 
missionaries to the world. Preparing for 
the coming of Messiah. 

2.. The suddenness and fearfulness of God’s 
judgment upon sin. The fact of God’s re- 
a from sin as a free gift, through the 


3. Egypt did not believe God’s word; Is- 
rael believed God’s word. 


4. The lamb was spotless; it was chosen 
and kept before its death; it was slain; the 
blood had to be applied; not a bone was 
broken; the Israelites fed upon the lamb. 

5. His relationship to God, and his rela- 
tionship to fellow believers. They were to 
eat the lamb by families. Believers consist 
of one body (1 Cor. 10:17). 


6. Forty years later, when they entered the 
promised land (Josh. 5: 10). ’ 

7. “By faith” (Heb. 11: 28). 

8. Christians are to reckon themselves sep- 
arated from sin, and are to look to the Lord 
for complete deliverance. But the completion 
of salvation is in the future, and so this does 
not mean that Christians are sinless now (1 
Cor. 5: 6-8). 

9. It was very important that a very great 
company of more than two million people 
should be ready to go at the same time, and 
this was accomplished in a remarkable way by 
the ordinance of the passover, and the com- 
mand to stay in their houses until the morn- 
ing. 

10. “The people bowed the head and wor- 
shipped” (Exod. 12: 27). When they received 
Moses as God’s messenger and deliverer from 
bondage (4: 31). 





3 Children at Home 


The Black Duck’s Nest 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


IVE of us were spending a week-end 
at my cabin in the Barrens. We had 
traveled thirty miles through the vivid pink 
peach orchards and sky-white pear trees 
of South Jersey. The woods were 
filmy green with new leaves, and the purple 





martins, just back from the South, chuckled . 


as they wheeled here and there in the sky 
above us. ‘ 

. Once we saw five vultures soaring here 
and there through the air in the distance 
on motionless up-curved fanged, black 
wings. I told the children to be sure and 
watch for a vulture with a short tail, for 
such an one would be a black vulture, a 
rare visitor from the South. The common 
turkey vulture has a long tail and is found 
abundantly in southern New Jersey both 
winter and summer. 

When we reached the amber-brown 
stream, on whose banks the cabin is built, 
it was swollen with recent rains and was 
rumbling like a mill-race clear over our 
little wharf. Fed by a thousand springs, 
as it ran through the Barrens, it was icy 
cold, but little Peter, the youngest of the 
children, dived in and swam puffingly like 
a porpoise. His example shamed the rest 
of us, and Allie and myself and Steve, 
with a little girl friend of theirs named 
“Smoky,” because of her smoky-black eyes, 
went in, too. 

It was cold, but that amber cedar water 
colored by the bog iron which underlies 
the white sand everywhere in the Barrens 
was a real tonic. 
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Immediately we decided to take a walk 
before dinner. First we took the car — 
one of the best ways to walk — and visited 
Asa Pitman and the Rattlesnake Den at 
Mount Misery, a bank about ten feet high, 
one of the four “Mounts” in South Jersey 
— Mt. Holly, Mt. Ephraim, Mt. Laurel, 
and Mt. Misery. 

Asa is a fine character with a red, tan- 
ned face who looks after cranberry bogs 
and catches snakes for a living. He showed 
us two black snakes and a coach-whip 
snake from the South, with a long, slen- 
der tail that looked like a braided whip- 
lash. 

Under the platform of the little station 
of Upton, he has discovered a colony of 
corn-snakes, one of the most beautiful of 
North American snakes, pale red with a 
series of large crimson saddles bordered 
with black on its back, while the under 
side is white with large black squares. 
Until Asa discovered this snake it had 
never been found as far North as New 
Jersey. 

Another rare snake which he showed us 
was the scarlet snake, a little snake ringed 
around with scarlet and black and yellow. 
This is also a Southern snake, and until it 
was dug up out of a cranberry bog by Asa 
was not supposed to be found north of 
the Carolinas. 

After we said good-by to Asa, I took 
the children down to the “Den,” a bowl- 
shaped half acre of swamp and brush, 
where, for some unknown reason, rattle- 
snakes breed. I showed them the place 
where on a May Day I had caught a rat- 
tlesnake nearly six feet long, with fifteen 
rattles, whose skin now adorns my cabin. 
That day, however, no snakes were abroad. 

Late that afternoon we followed Pond 
Lily Path which borders a little stream 
a mile or so from the Cabin and which 
in summer is starred with fragrant white 
pond-lilies. As we went down one of the 
steep, sandy banks to cross the stream, 
there sounded a chorus of quackings and 
peepings and splashings, and up through 
the brush shot a black duck leaving be- 
hind her twelve downy golden ducklings 
with soft, little, flat bills and bright black 
eyes with a black line through them. De- 
serted by the mother, they scrambled up 
the bank and scattered through the brush 
peeping loudly. 

At the sound, high overhead the mother 
duck circled around and around, afraid 
to come back but anxious to save her brood. 

Allie picked up one of the little ducks 
which was tangled in a greenthorn vine 
and peeping piteously, and Peter caught 
another. At first the captives peeped and 
struggled, but when they found that we 
meant them no harm they nestled down in 
the warm hands that held them and seemed 
perfectly willing to stay there. 

I told the children of a brood of wild 
ducks that my mother once raised up in 
Connecticut and how they fullowed her all 
over the farm and played games with her. 
Sometimes they would untie her shoe laces 
when she was knitting and run away quack- 
ing loudly. At other times they would 
hide in dark corners and burst out upon 
her with loud and terrifying quacks when 
she went by. 

The children were anxious to take those 
ducklings home and raise them, but I felt 
sure that the mother duck would take bet- 
ter care of them than we could. So after 
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herding the rest of the flock together we 
released the two captives and started back 
to the Cabin. 

As we left we saw the mother duck come 
circling again above the treetops, and then 
shoot down toward earth in a long para- 
bola. Soon after she landed, the peepings 
of the frightened little flock ceased, and 
we hoped that all twelve of them were 
being brooded safe and warm beneath her 
capable wings. 

Haverrorp, Pa, 


The Purpose of Pardon 
(Continued from the second page) 


against sin. They are sadly conscious that 
they have played the fool; they vaguely 
hope things may not be too hard for them 
when they answer to God in the world to 
come; but that they may know full, and 
free, and present pardon from a God who 
waits to be gracious to them is a thing 
they cannot credit. God’s love is not real 
to them. But the same Book that speaks 
of the anger of God reveals the love of 
God and his desire that all men should be 
saved. It tells of a cross endured by the 
Son of God; and of a cross in the heart 
of God, for the Father sent the Son; and 
it declares, “He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions.” And its offer of pardon to 
penitent souls is for whosoever wills to 
accept it. . 

In his infidel days, E. P. Brown, after- 
ward the editor of The Ram’s Horn, went 
to hear D. L. Moody with the purpose of 
writing against him. The _ evangelist 
preached on the father of the prodigal. In 
the course of his message, looking straight 
at Mr. Brown, whom he did not know, he 
said: “My friend, the father of the prodi- 
gal is the picture of God, and as the father 
of the prodigal is waiting for his son, so 
God is waiting for you.” It was a revela- 
tion of the love of God to the soul of E. 
P. Brown, and that night he sought and 
found salvation. For any man to rise out 
of the depths of known sin into the heights 
of known salvation, the love of God must 
be apprehended and appropriated. 

A thirteen-year-old boy, out with a picnic 
party, became separated from his friends, 
who finally became alarmed and began -to 
search for him. They found him part way 
down a steep cliff, with deeper depths be- 
neath him, and unable either to ascend or 
descend. He had cried for help but had 
not been heard, and now, on the verge of 
utter exhaustion, he called, “I can’t hold 
on much longer.” And before a rope could 
be secured and lowered to him, his hold 
had relaxed and death had claimed him on 
the rocks below. If only his cry had been 
heard and a rope had been at hand, before 
it was too late! 

But none has ever cried to God “out of 
the depths” of conviction of sin and been 
unheard and unsaved. “Whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” When we see that destruction 
yawns beneath us, and that we are helpless 
to save ourselves, and then set to crying 
out to God, lo, we find that he has already 
let down to us the rope of his saving grace 
in Christ! There is forgiveness with him 
that we may be saved, and saved not only 
from destruction, but saved unto a noble, 
God-fearing life that will glorify our Sav- 
iour and bless our fellows. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: A friend of mine sent me 
a Sunday School Times, and I have read of the 
help you have been to others, so I decided to 
write to you and ask you to pray for me, and 
my husband. We are both professing Chris- 
tiens and have even attempted to carry on a 
Sunday school, but, Mother Ruth, my problem 
is that I know I am not living a real Christian 
life. I have a bad temper and do not control it. 
Part of my trouble is my nerves; but still I 
bclieve God can keep me in spite of my weak- 
ness, 


I have taken a small child from a Home to 
live with us, and I do want to do the best for 
bim I can, but I am really cruel to him at 
times, so much so, that I have almost decided 
to send him back to the Home. .I am quite 
fond of him, and he doesn’t want to go back, 
in spite of it all. I feel very sorry after I do 
these things, but next time something happens, 
I forget my good resolutions and give way to 
my temper. I would love to be a real Christian, 
and live as I have seen others live. I do pray, 
but there is no answer. Perhaps I lack faith. 
We live in a district where there is no church 
during the winter, and the people are very in- 
different about church. I believe my sins are 
forgiven, but why do I keep on sinning? Do 
pray for me. 


EAR FRIEND: I have read with in- 

terest of your problem which Satan 
is using to defeat you in your home life. 
And a child of God must not be defeated! 
We have a Saviour who is sufficient for 
every temptation which comes to us in our 
lives, and we can remember he walked this 
old earth before us, and understands per- 
fectly our weaknesses and our need of 
power to be overcomers. We can remem- 
ber the “Spirit . . . helpeth our infirmities” 
(Rom. 8: 26). 

If you will open your Bible to 1 Cor- 
inthians 10:13, you will see that there is 
a way of escape when this temptation comes 
upon you, and God will not suffer you 
to be tempted above “that ye are able to 
bear.” I wonder if you are a reader of 
the Bible? You know you cannot get along 
very well without eating three meals a 
day, in your physical life; and in your spir- 
itual life, if you do not feed your soul on 
the “Living Bread” you cannot flourish in 
righteousness. 

I am glad you see your fault and weak- 
ness, for it will make it easier to overcome. 
Do you apologize after every time you 
lose your temper? If you will, you will 
find it will help you to restrain the unkind 
words, for very few people like to apolo- 
gize, and I presume you wouldn’t. But 
punish yourself and make yourself know 
that this losing of your temper must stop! 
If you will take hold of this resolutely, and 
determine it shall not be, and ask God’s 
help, you will-find it will disappear. Prayer 
is necessary, and we know God is faithful, 
therefore you must have the result in your 
life. 

I am sorry for that little boy, and you 
must try to love him so you will not be 
unkind: to him, for you do not want him 
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to remember all his life, after you are gone, 
the unkind words you said in temper. Re- 
member you are the mother for him in 
these days, and the example of love will 
do more to make him know the dear Sav- 
iour, than all the preaching anyone can do. 
Love him so much, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, that you will not indulge 
yourself in this sin. 

My prescription is, more prayer, more 
reading of the Bible, more communion with 
God, until your temper is forgotten. God 
bless you, and the darling little boy he 
has permitted you to have and to mother, 
and may he make you true and lovely in all 
your ministrations in the household. No 
home will be any higher and sweeter than 
the woman at its head, 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Mocdy Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia.) 


We are interested in keeping up the attend- 
ance during the summer months. Can you 
suggest any way of rewarding the faithful ones 
who come every Sunday?—H. E. G. ° 

UPILS attending every Sunday during 

the summer should have some special 
recognition on Rally or Promotion Day. 
Some Sunday schools provide a dinner for 
all who have been in attendance during the 
summer. ‘This need not be an elaborate 
banquet, but will be recognized as a special 
treat to be looked forward to year after 
year by those who have been faithful. A 
less expensive plan is to organize a sum- 
mer club, to which only regular attendants 


‘will be eligible for membership. Once a 


pupil has had perfect attendance for one 
summer he becomes an honored member of 
this summer club and forfeits his membership 
after he has failed two successive seasons 
to live up to his record. There is no ex- 
pense connected with the summer club be- 
yond the purchase of pins to be awarded 
to each member. 





Should promotions in the Sunday school take 
place on Children’s Day or Rally Day?—R. P. B. 
HE month of June is the occasion of so 
many graduations in secular schools that 

it is natural some should associate Chil- 
dren’s Day with promotions ia the Sunday 
school. The fact, however, that the church 
school continues on through the summer 
makes it undesirable that, by the awarding 
of diplomas or the change si rooms or 
teachers, pupils should gain the impression 
that the work of the year is over. On the 
other hand, if the public transfer of pupils, 
classes, and teachers takes place the last 
Sunday of September, all will be in readi- 
ness to take up their new work at the be- 
ginning of the fall quarter, which also 
marks the commencement of the Sunday 
school year. Rally Day is now better des- 
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ignated as Promotion Day while Children’s 
Day is being more properly. spoken of as 
Demonstration Day. 





(1) Should diplomas be awarded every year? 
(2) What is the pupil’s diploma of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association?—M. W. 


IPLOMAS should only be conferred 

upon pupils passing from one depart- 
ment to another—that is, every three 
years. An annual certificate can be used 
to mark the promotion from one grade to 
another. 

The Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation provides diplomas free to all grad- 
uates of the Primary, Junior, Intermediate, 
or Senior departments who have received 
instruction one year under a teacher hold- 
ing the certificate or diploma of the Asso- 
ciation. These pupils’ diplomas, which are 
printed in two colors, bear the seal of the 
Association as well as the names of the 
co-operating schools. There are now more 
than 2,700 teachers holding the awards of 
the Association who are entitled to this 
special recognition. Applications signed by 
the teacher and addressed to the Secretary 


‘should state the number of pupils as well 


as the department from which they are 
graduating and enclose ten cents for post- 
age and packing. 





Should there be an installation service for 
new teachers? If so, when should it be held, 
and what should be the nature of the exer- 
cises?—F. E. P. 


PUBLIC installation service impresses 

both teachers and parents with the dig- 
nity of the teaching ministry and the im- 
portance of the task. It should be held on 
Promotion Day, when new teachers are 
taking up their duties for the first time. 
This service should be conducted by the 
pastor and include an appropriate hymn, 
the gathering of the new teachers in front 
as their names are called, suitable Scrip- 
ture selections, and a pledge of faithfulness, 
a verse or two of exhortation, a closing 
prayer, and benediction. The entire service 
need not take more than fifteen minutes. 





When is the best time to make a canvass for 
new pupils?—G. L. 


F A canvass or census of the neighbor- 

hood can be taken the third week of 
September, it will not only enlarge the 
numbers and increase the enthusiasm for 
Rally Day, but the results can be better 
followed up than at any other season of 
the year. The opening weeks of Septem- 
ber will also be needed to rally the return- 
ing workers and complete plans for a simul- 
taneous movement in the community. With 
adequate preparation under efficient and en- 
thusiastic leadership, it is not impossible to 
double and even triple the enrollment of the 
Sunday school at this time. 


The Index of Tue Sunpay ScHoor 
Times for 1936 is valuable for reference. 
By means of it the reader may find any 
article published last year, either by look- 
ing for the author's name, or the title of 
the article. It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. Thirteenth 
St., Philadelphia, at 15 cents a copy. A 
binder which holds the issues for a full 
year may be had for $1.25 postpaid; cloth 
cover, gold stamping. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 1. The Universe God Made. Gen. 1 : 1-8, 
31; Psa. 8:3, 43; 19:1, 2 (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 


Sunday, July 25 


Putting Christian Ideals into Our 
Friendships (Prov. 17 : 17; 
John 15:13; Prov. 18: 24) 





Mon.—Friend of the despised (Luke 19: 1- 


10). 
Tues.—Ideal friendship (1 Sam. 18 : 1-4). 
Wed.—Friends for life (Ruth 1 : 6-18). 
Thurs.—“I will not leave thee” (2 Kings 


2-2 85 2). 
Fri.—Friends of Jesus (Matt. 27 : 50-61). 
Sat.—Friends who dared (Rom. 16 : 3-5). 











N SPITE of all the carefully formulated 

definitions of a friend, there is one sim- 
ple one voiced by a small boy that perhaps 
has the greatest appeal and a well-nigh 
universal acceptance. After spelling the 
word “friend,” he had been asked for its 
definition. He was silent for a moment, then 
his face lighted up as he said, “Aw, he’s a 
feller that knows all about ya, and likes 
ya just the same.” 
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Instinctively we recognize that one of 
the characteristics of true friendship is 
that intimacy does not dim the regard that 
one holds for another. It is instantly ap- 
parent to us that the Lord Jesus himself, 
during his earthly life, exemplified this 
kind of friendship. “While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
He loved the unlovely and the unlovable. 
His heart went out to Matthew, the de- 
spised tax gatherer; to Peter and John, 
the simple fishermen; to Zacchzus, the 
hated grafter; and even to Judas, the be- 
trayer. Of the rich young ruler who came 
to him and who turned away because fol- 
lowing the Lord Jesus cost more than he 
was willing to pay, we read that the Lord 
Jesus “loved him” (Mark 10:21). 

To the penetrating eye of the Lord 
Jesus, who “needed not that any should 
testify of man” (John 2:25), no weak- 
ness, or sin, or superficiality, or pride, or 
hypocrisy was unperceived. Yet he loved 
men and women so much that he was 
willing to lay down his life, even for those 
who hated him and persecuted him. Thus 
he exemplified the highest challenge to 
love that he himself stated, “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends’ (John 15: 
‘27, 

v8 


Another characteristic of true friendship 
exemplified by the Lord Jesus was that of 
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a love, wholly unselfish and without envy 
or’ distrust. His was that kind of love de- 
scribed by H. Clay Trumbull in that 
classic on friendship, “Friendship the Mas- 
ter-Passion,” in which he says: 

“Friendship is love for another because 
of what that other is in himself, or for 
that other’s own sake, and not because of 
what the other one is to the loving one. 
Friendship is love with the selfish element 
eliminated. It is an outgoing and an on- 
going affection, wholly and_ inherently 
disinterested, and in no sense contingent 
upon any reciprocal relation between its 
giver and its object, or yet upon its re- 
turn or recognition. Friendship, in short, 
is love apart from love’s claim or love’s 
craving. This is pure friendship, friend- 
ship without alloy.” 

Hence John could write, “Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 
The Lord Jesus’ love goes out to all man- 
kind whether they love him in return or 
not. Its intensity was not increased by 
any response, nor was it diminished by 
any failure to respond. 


ve 
Still another characteristic of the friend- 
ship of the Lord Jesus is its timelessness. 
“Having loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end” (John 
13:1). That which we sometimes call love 
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can grow cold and disinterested. Human 
love may grow weary or sick at heart. But 
the love of the Lord Jesus remains constant 
and unchanging. Circumstances cannot alter 
it, and it stretches out beyond the grave 
itself, 

$8 


But are these merely ideals that we may 
see in the Lord Jesus, and never hope to 
attain in human experience? Not at all. 
In fact, we have the Lord’s command, “A 
new commandment I give unto you, That 
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ye love one another; as I have loved you.” 
He can command such a love in us, be- 
cause it is such a love that is the fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). What we can- 
not hope to attain by striving, he makes 
possible for us by giving. us his very life, 
as he abides in us and we abide in him. 
Through this intimate union with him, 
which he compares to the union between 
a branch and the vine, his love flows out 
through us making possible in us those 
very qualities that we see and admire in 
him. Are you willing to let him repro- 
duce in you his own characteristics of love 
and friendship? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 19 to 25 


Mon.—Exodus 12 : 21-28. God Prepares a People. 
Prayer Succestions: “Lord, . . . thou 
wilt prepare their heart” (Psa. 10:17). 
Heart preparation, essential before there 
can be effective ministering of the Word, is 
God’s good pleasure for us now as for- 
merly. At the exodus, Pentecost, and in 
the great revivals hearts were wondrously 
prepared for the saving message. God pre- 
pared them in answer to prayer. Count 
upon God’s faithfulness and lay hold upon 
his willingness to prepare the hearts of 
multitudes. Pray for Columbia College of 
Christian Education, 1708 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Tues.—Matthew 3 : 1-6. 
Preparation through Repentance. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: “Repent ye.” Sal- 
vation is a work of grace, but it always 
bears the fruit of repentance. Intelligent 
sinners are intended to have intelligent con- 
versions, and seldom do have an altogether 
painless conversion. It is an error to make 
conversion a semi-conscious experience. 
Painless pardon for sinners (that is, pain- 
less for the sinner) whose sins nailed Christ 
to the cross is a rarity. The new birth 
has its heart exercises. Pray for Juniata 
College, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Wed.—2 Chronicles 30 : 13-20. 
Preparation through Pardon. 
Prayer Succestions: “The good Lord 
pardon every one.” God’s pardon is free 
and gracious. For his name’s sake he blots 
out our iniquity and abundantly pardons. 
The offenses of saints and sinners are put 
away in the blood of our pardoning Re- 
deemer. “The good Lord pardon every 
one.” Pray for Sterling College, Sterling, 
Kans. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 35 : 1-6. 
Preparation for Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prepare your- 
selves . . .-according to the writing.” The 
life of Christ and the Gospel are our rule 
of conduct. “According to the writing” 
is the rule for relationships, fellowships, 
and service. The more people can see the 
Bible in us the more its truth will pene- 
trate into their souls. Live the Word. 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God,” 
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and you will be unashamed before men. 
Pray for Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 


Fri.—Ezra 6: 16-22. Preparation for Worship. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord had 
made them joyful.” Gladness comes with 
the wondrous works of God. Revival al- 
ways leads to worship. The hearts of God’s 
people Israel were filled with praise when 
God moved the heart of the King of As- 
syria to strengthen their hands in rebuild- 
ing the temple. A visitation of God makes 
Christians bow their heads and hearts be- 
fore him. Pray for Fort Wayne Bible In- 
stitute, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Sat.—Joshua § : 10-15. Prer=ration for Victory. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “Captain.” Joshua 
discovered the grand truth that God is the 
worker, and man is his honored instru- 
mentality. Like Joshua we, too, need to 
discover the captaincy of the Lord. Christ’s 
headship has largely become, with multi- 
tudes, simply a figureheadship. We en- 
throne him with our lips, but in practice 
disown him as Captain. Pray for Hunting- 
ton College, Huntington, Ind. 


Sun.—Mark 14 : 17-25. 


Preparation for a New Era. - 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Until that day.” 
Our Lord’s eye was upon “that day,” when 
he instituted the Lord’s Supper. Its oft- 
recurring observance is intended to keep 
our eyes upon that new era. Christ and 
Paul used the phrase: “Of that day... 
knoweth no man”; “Crown ... which the 
Lord ... shall give me at that day” (Matt. 
24: 36; 2 Tim. 4:8). Preparation for that 
day is to be our care as it is the Spirit’s 
work. “Be ye also ready.” Pray for Mis- 
sion Farm Conferences (Medicine Lake), 
Highland Station 7, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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